
 
 

LAMPETER TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

28.07.2016 AT ST PETER’S CHURCH HALL, LAMPETER 
AT 7.30PM 

 
 
Members were invited to participate in prayer before the onset of the meeting.  
Deputy-Mayor Cllr Hag Harris led members in prayer. 
 
1. CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME AND PERSONAL MATTERS 

The Mayor Cllr David Smith extended a warm welcome to all present.  
 
2. PRESENT 
 Mayor Cllr. David Smith; 
 Deputy-Mayor Cllr Hag Harris; 
 Cllr Rhys Bebb-Jones; 
 Cllr Andrew Carter;  

Cllr Elsie Dafis;  
Cllr John Davies; 

 Cllr Ann Morgan; 
Cllr Kistiah Ramaya;  
Cllr Christopher Thomas; 
Cllr Selwyn Walters; & 
Cllr Dorothy Williams.  

 
 Simultaneous Translator: Carol Thomas. 
 Reporter representing the Cambrian News: Mr Mike Lewis. 

During the Presentation only:  
Mr Gwyn Lewis & Mr Gwynfor Lewis, Lampeter Chamber of Trade.  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from: 

 Cllr Elin Jones;  
Cllr Adrian Kendon; 
Cllr Rob Phillips; & 

 Cllr Derek Wilson. 
3. PRESENTATION – LAMPETER CHAMBER OF TRADE 

A Presentation was received from Mr Gwynfor Lewis and Mr Gwyn Lewis 
regarding Lampeter’s Christmas Lights and Decorations.  Many Christmas 
Lights were at the end of their lives having served the town for 30 years.  
Members of the Chamber of Trade had felt that it would be cheaper to repair 
them as opposed to purchasing new ones.  Enquiries had been made in 



relation to the repair of the lights from a Company based in Somerset.  There 
were 13 large lights and repairs cost an average of £500 per light.  
It was asked whether the Town Council could make a contribution towards (it 
was stated that the Chamber of Trade could access £2,000), or pay for, 
Christmas Lights priced at £5,928 + £1,185 (VAT) = £7,113.   
It was PROPOSED (Cllr Hag Harris), SECONDED (Cllr Elsie Dafis) and 
RESOLVED (all in favour and one abstention namely Cllr John Davies as he 
is a member of the Christmas Lights Sub-Committee of the Lampeter 
Chamber of Trade) to pay £7,113 (inc VAT). The Invoice will be forwarded to 
the Town Council.  
The Town Council presently pays for the Insurance and Electricity Costs 

 associated with the Christmas Lights.  
The Town Council expressed its appreciation to members of the Lampeter 
Chamber of Trade, many of whom were volunteers with expertise, for their 
commitment in ensuring a Christmas Display of the highest standard, every 
year. 

4. POLICE MATTERS 
4.1 Members expressed disquiet in relation to back-firing car-engines, 

which were keeping some people awake at night.  Cllr Carter, a 
resident of Forest Road said that he often heard engines of cars, which 
had been adapted backfiring along Aberaeron Road and North Road.  
Also back firing car-engines were a problem at Bridge Street.  

4.2 Cars were travelling at 120mph on the Llanwnnen Road.  
4.3 The problem associated with speeding vehicles continued on the 

Rookery car-park.  
4.4 Parking remained a problem at Drovers’ Rd. 

It was RESOLVED to report the above problems to the attention of the 
Police.  Some members felt that it would be helpful to the Police should 
the number plates of the vehicles concerned be provided.  

  It would also be enquired whether the Police could be represented at 
future meetings of the Town Council.  

4.5 RAY Ceredigion had reported a problem to the Town Council in 
relation to anti-social behaviour witnessed during their play sessions at 
Parc-yr-Orsedd.  The Town Council had reported the issue to the 
Police, who had attended the last play-session of the Season; Cllr 
Harris had also been present.  It was reported that no problems had 
been encountered during this Session.  
Cllr Ann Morgan stated that the same individuals, who had been 
responsible for the anti-social behaviour at Parc-yr-Orsedd had made 
their presence felt, during a recent event at the Lampeter Campus of 
the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.  

5. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 
 The following declared a personal interest during the meeting: 

5.1 Cllr Dorothy Williams - when the Planning Application A160659 was 
considered and also when the situation in relation to the present grass-
cutting arrangement at Parc-yr-Orsedd was discussion. 

5.2 Cllr John Davies - when the Town Council was requested by 
Members of the Chamber of Trade to make a contribution towards the 
Christmas lights as he is a member of the of the Lampeter Chamber of 
Trade Christmas Lights’ Sub-Committee. 



6. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 30 JUNE 
 2016 

These were agreed to be a correct record and were signed by the Chair.  
 
7. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

7.1 War Memorial Garden 
It was reported that Cllr Elsie Dafis was in the process of arranging a 
meeting scheduled for September, with the view to the drafting a strong 
case for the possible transfer of the War Memorial Garden from the 
County Council to the Town Council. 

 7.2 Town Council’s ICT Arrangements 
  Individual E-mails for Councillors – no developments to report. 
  ICT Training: no developments to report. 
 7.3 Maes-y-Felin Play Area 

The Draft Lease from the Solicitor, in relation to the possible transfer of 
the Play-Area to the Town Council, as received from Mr Llyr Edwards 
Director of the Housing Association, Tai Ceredigion, was considered.  
After careful deliberation it was RESOLVED to inform Mr Edwards that 
the Town Council accepted the Draft Lease in principle subject to the 
upgrading of the Play Area to the standard stipulated by recent 
Independent Reports.  The comments of the last 2 RoSPA Reports 
would be requested.  

7.4 Signage (Birthplace of Rugby): Cllr Walters provided examples of 
Brown Signs as used within the town of Brecon.  Cllr Walters and Cllr 
Chris Thomas will make initial proposals concerning the signs at the 
September meeting of the Town Council to include manufacturers and 
design.  It was emphasised that the template should be eye-catching. 
Visit Wales – Year of Legends – to find out which legend would 
incorporate rugby.   

7.5 Painting of the Gates of the War Memorial Field, Rugby Club 
Mr Dai Charles-Evans, Chair of the Lampeter Rugby Club is assigning 
attention to this matter- quotes are presently sought.  No further 
information to report during this Meeting.    

7.6 Planters at the Town Entrances:  Cllr Christopher Thomas has 
positioned the 4 planters at different locations viz at three town 
entrances -  Newcastle Emlyn; Aberaeron & Tregaron and also at Parc-
yr-Orsedd.  

7.7 Long Wood Community Woodland 
Email from Andrew Gajlikowski stated that in September 2013 
Lampeter Town Council made a one-off donation towards the Long 
Wood Community Woodland, to purchase a bench and wildlife 
cameras. There is currently no indication on these items that they were 
funded by the Town Council (although the Town Council is 
acknowledged whenever pictures are displayed from the cameras).  It 
was asked whether the Town Council could provide plaques, which 
could be exhibited adjacent to these items.  The Mayor reported that 
Longwood will provide plaques, which will be compatible with the 
ecological background.  No financial assistance will be necessary from 
the Town Council. 



7.8 Ras-yr-Iaith visited Lampeter on the 7th July 2016.  The Event had 
 proven to be a success and 170 school children had 

participated.  £1,000 had been raised.  Lampeter Rugby Club was  
thanked for the provision of its premises.   

7.9 Light at War Memorial:  Mr Dylan Dudley will adjust the timer at the 
War Memorial before the Winter. 

7.10 Lampeter Food Festival 2016: Saturday 23 July 2016: Cllr Elsie Dafis 
was congratulated for co-ordinating the Town Council’s stall, for the 
fifth time in succession to encompass the ongoing theme of Local 
Tourism.   
Reference was drawn to Ceredigion County Council’s Food Festival 
2016 Leaflet.  It was stated that Ceredigion CC should endeavour to 
adopt a cohesive approach to promote tourism and should not rely 
entirely on volunteers.  Cllr Elsie Dafis said, “Tourism should be an 
integral part of the economic strategy of Ceredigion County Council”.  It 
was felt that Tourism was an important feature and promoted the 
economic, social and environmental welfare of Ceredigion.  
The Brochure produced by the Local Authority and funded by the 
Welsh Government (WG), features the Cardigan Bay, Seafood Festival 
in Aberaeron, Cardigan River and Festival, Aberystwyth Sea2Shore 
Food Festival and the Aberystwyth Food and Drink Festival.  Lampeter 
Food Festival did receive funding from Ceredigion County Council but 
not its rightful publicity in the Town Council’s opinion.  It was 
RESOLVED to inform the WG and Ceredigion CC of this omission and 
to notify them of the date of next year’s date (Sat 29 July 2017).  
It was RESOLVED to forward a thank you letter to Elin Jones 
(Chairperson) and members of the Lampeter Food Festival Committee 
for organising a successful event, once again this year.  Also, 
congratulations would be conveyed to Cllr Elin Jones on the recent 
birth of her daughter. 

7.11 Litter on Streets:  It was reported that the streets could be somewhat 
cleaner.  Cllr Harris had been canvassing opinion from residents after 
changes to Ceredigion CC’s street-cleaning operation owing to Local 
Authority cut-backs.  It was suggested that the Head of CCC’s 
Cleansing Section could be invited to a future meeting of the Town 
Council to ensure that the current system was operated as efficiently 
as possible.  It was reported that grass was not cut as frequently within 
North Road.  
It was felt that education initiatives should be promoted to encourage 
individuals to take responsibility when disposing of litter/trash as they 
posed a danger to children, animals and the environment.   

8. CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1 Cymdeithas Tai Cantref Cyf: Special General Meeting (SGM) – 9 

August 2016 at 5.30pm.  The purpose of the meeting will be to 
consider and, if thought fit, pass a special resolution to effect a 
Transfer of Engagements of Cantref into Wales & West Housing 
Association. A second SGM will commence at 5.30pm at Cantref’s 
Head Office on Tuesday 23rd August 2016.  The purpose of the 
meeting will be to consider and, if thought fit, pass the ordinary 
resolution that approves the minutes of the meeting of shareholders 



held on the 9 August 2016 and confirms the resolution for Transfer of 
Engagements.   
Cantref’s Board of Management decision to merge was made on the 
19th May 2016, a direct result of issues raised in relation to the 
Association’s governance arrangements through the Statutory Inquiry 
that was initiated by the Welsh Government, as the Housing Regulator.  
The Board of Management strongly believed that, in order to respond 
best to the reforms needed, and to ensure the future growth and 
improvements of the Association’s services, a merger was the only 
option; after a rigorous evaluation exercise, Wales and West Housing 
Association had been selected as the preferred partner. 
Cllr Andrew Carter will represent the Town Council at one of the above 
mentioned SGMs.  The Town Council had previously expressed that it 
was not in favour of the merger with the Wales and West Housing 
Association as it was not based in Ceredigion or Carmarthenshire and 
therefore not best suited to serve the residents of these counties.  

8.2 Road Closure: Location: New Street, Lampeter.  8:00-18:00 daily 
22.08.16-26.08.16.  Works: Installing Traffic Calming Measures.  
Applicant: Ceredigion County Council.  Reason:  To ensure public 
safety.  

8.3 Request via Town Council’s Website: an individual interested in the 
hire of a stall at the Christmas Fair and asked for further details.  It was 
RESOLVED to refer the enquiry to Tina Morris, Secretary of the 
Lampeter Chamber of Trade.  

8.4 Active Travel Consultation: The Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013 
commenced during September 2014.  The Act requires local authorities 
to continuously improve facilities and routes for pedestrians and 
cyclists and to prepare maps identifying current and potential future 
routes for their use.  The Act also requires new road schemes including 
road improvement schemes to consider the needs of pedestrians and 
cyclists at design stage.  The initial public consultation period on the 
Audited First Phase Routes came to an end on the 10 January 2016.  
A further 6-week public consultation commenced on the 4th July 2016 
until the 15th August 2016.  The Consultation period will involve 
additional footpaths, which have undergone inspection (Second Phase 
Footpaths) 

8.5 Consultation Letter and information Letter from Ceredigion 
County Council regarding a Tree Report – Hybrid Black Poplar – 
Lampeter Campus UWTSD.  A large tree shed a limb on the 
8.07.2016.  The tree is in the Lampeter Conservation area and 
therefore the Local Authority was notified.  It was recommended that 
this poplar and the adjacent one be felled to ground level and possibly 
more suitable species could be replanted.  

8.6 National Eisteddfod 29 July-6 August 2016, Caste Meadows, 
Abergavenny.  The National Eisteddfod and Monmouthshire County 
Council are co-hosting a buffet reception at the Pl@iad Restaurant on 
the Maes on Monday 1st August at 12.30pm.  An invitation was 
extended for one Town Cllr to attend the event.  Cllr Rhys Bebb-Jones 
or Cllr Selwyn Walters will represent the Town Council. 

8.7 Well-Being in Ceredigion- Consultation Exercise  



Ceredigion Public Services Board along with other public service 
providers across West Wales are working together to assess the state 
of well-being of local people and communities, now and for the future.  
Many things can influence the well-being of individuals and 
communities, such as economic, social, environmental and cultural 
factors.  Members to respond individually if they so wish. 

8.8 RAY Ceredigion: Children and Young People’s Festival:  Wednesday 
3rd August 2016 11am-3.30pm.  Free activities for children of all ages.  
Square Field, Aberaeron.  

8.9 Provost, Prof. Mike Scott University of Wales Trinity Saint David: 
members were saddened to hear of the passing-away of Eirlys, the 
wife of Prof. Mike Scott.  It was RESOLVED to forward the Town 
Council’s condolences. 

8.10 RoSPA Playsafety are holding a Routine Playground Inspection 
Course at its new venue at Holiday Inn Express, Swansea East, Neath 
on the 11th October 2016.  For Information.  

8.11 One Voice Wales - seeking trainers to deliver Modules.  
8.12 Other correspondence: For Information only.  

9. PLANNING MATTERS 
9.1 Planning Application: A160659. Location for the application: 16 

College Street, Lampeter.  Applicant: Mr Gareth Jones.  Proposal: 
Construction of a new Church Hall with ancillary accommodation and 
alterations to an existing building including demolition of a rear 
addition.   Town Council’s Comments:  No Objections.  

9.2 Planning Application: A160657.  Location for the application: North 
Gate House, North Road, Lampeter.  Applicant: Dr O Dimmick.  
Proposal: Change of use of residential dwelling to form part of the 
neighbouring dental surgery.  Town Council’s Comments: No 
Objections.  

9.3 Ceredigion County Council: Development Control Committee: 
Minutes of the last Meeting and Agenda of the next Meeting: for 
information. 

 
10. FINANCE 
 10.1 PAYMENTS 

10.1.1 One Voice Wales: Conference/Exhibition & Annual General 
Meeting: Saturday 1 October 2016.  Venue: Royal Welsh 
Showground, Builth Wells.  The Mayor Cllr David Smith and Cllr 
Dorothy Williams will represent the Town Council at this 
Conference £80 x 2. 

10.1.2 Expenses – Cllr E. Dafis – travel to Aberystwyth & Aberaeron 
Tourist Information Centres & Material for the Town 

Council’s Stall at the Lampeter Food Festival. £34.15; VAT 
 £0.63. 
10.1.3 Clerk’s Salary July 2016 £760.79 (net); HMRC Tax & NI 

£90.92. 
  10.1.4 Hire of St Peter’s Church Hall Monthly Meeting 28.07.2016;  

3 hours x £9.50 = £28.50.  
 10.2 RECEIPTS 
  10.2.1 HM Revenue and Customs: VAT Repayment: £1,735.93. 



10.3 FINANCIAL REQUESTS 
  10.3.1 RAY Ceredigion: awaiting the Balance Sheet.  

10.3.2 Shelter Cymru: It had been resolved at the last meeting of the 
Town Council to establish Shelter Cymru’s involvement in 
Lampeter before deciding on a donation.   
It was established during this meeting that Shelter Cymru holds 
advice surgeries across all of the 22 local authority areas in 
Wales, two of which are held weekly within the Ceredigion area, 
providing housing, debt and benefit advice, and, where 
necessary, legal representation, to the community members of 
Lampeter and the surrounding area. Last year alone Shelter 
Cymru supported 535 housing problems in this area, helping 
258 people, 95 of whom were children.  Surgeries are free to 
attend and accessible to everyone within the community. Should 
community members wish to communicate with shelter Cymru in 
ways other than advice surgeries, advice is on offer both online 
via live chat or email as well as one to one advice via telephone.  
It was RESOLVED to donate £50.00. 

10.3.3 Lampeter Agricultural Show: £500. 
 10.4 THANK – YOU LETTERS 

10.4.1 Lampeter WI: £150 - Centennial Celebrations. 
10.4.2 Lampeter History Society: £625, insurance cost of £625 of the 
Lampeter Museum for the forthcoming year.  

10.5 One Voice Wales: Model for Consideration – Financial Regulations 
(Wales).  The Town Council’s Financial Regulations are available on 
the Town Council’s website and were adopted by the Town Council at 
its Meeting held on the 28th February 2013. 

10.6 Communication from Mr Gareth Rowlands, Project Development 
Manager Ceredigion County Council: Request by the Welsh 
Government for a Site Visit at Maesyfelin field in relation to the 
Balchder Pentrefi Grant received by the Town Council in 2013.  WG is 
interested in the work undertaken by DC Evans Plant Hire and CCC is 
to provide copy documents – invoice from February 2013 for DC Plant 
Hire No. 3823 for £9,824 plus the bank statement showing defrayment 
of that invoice.   
Cllr Elsie Dafis informed members that she would represent the Town 
Council at an imminent site meeting.   

10.7 Barclays Bank:  stating that one of the accounts held by the Town 
Council has shown no transactions for some time.  Therefore the 
Account is due to be closed on, or shortly after the 14 October 2016.  It 
was RESOLVED to close both accounts held by the Town Council at 
Barclays Bank and to transfer the balances of £272.03 and £2.03 to the 
Town Council’s Lloyds Bank Current Account.  

10.8 Santander: Response to Town Council’s request for a recent Bank 
Statement:  As the account has been inactive for a significant period of 
time, a dormancy block has been placed on the account for the Town 
Council’s protection.  It was RESOLVED to close the account and to 
transfer the balance (£28) to the Town Council’s Lloyds Bank Account.  

10.9 A sum of £611.32 is deposited within the Maesyderi Field Account and 
represents the money raised during a Fund Raising Event organised by 



Lizzie James in 2010 with the view to building a Bike Track on the field.  
Plans to build the Track were abandoned as it later transpired that 
permanent fixtures were not permitted on the Field by the Landlord, 
Ceredigion CC.  The Town Council has leased the Field from 
Ceredigion County Council.  It was RESOLVED to contact Mrs James 
to seek advice regarding how this money should now be utilised. 

10.10 It was RESOLVED to return the sum of £301 to Mr Damian Conti.  Mr 
Conti had donated the money, which was a grant, which he had 
received in order to assist Young People in order to construct a Bike 
Track on the Maesyderi Field.    

11. SUB-COMMITTEES 
11.1 Footpaths: A tree branch is encroaching onto one of the footpaths and 

proving to be a hazard.  It was RESOLVED to inform Natural 
Resources Wales.  

11.2 Parc-yr-Orsedd: The implications of the Park Inspection Report as 
undertaken in June by the ROSPA Organisation, were 

considered. It was reported that the present grass-cutters did not cut 
the grass verge.   
11.3 PAVEMENTS 

11.3.1 Tar-tyre marks remain evident on pavements of Bridge Street. 
RESOLVED – to remind Ceredigion CC. 

11.3.2 Problems are associated with the man-hole situated outside  
the Compass Stationery at College Street.   

 11.4 MAESYDERI FIELD MANAGEMENT  
A Meeting was held prior to this Meeting.  Minutes attached.  

12. AOB 
12.1 Pump: Fountain: Harford Square:  

Has been removed & undergoing repair by CCC. 
12.2 Two portaloos were recently evident at the Victoria Hall.  It was 
 RESOLVED to find out the reason why they had to be 

installed.  
12.3 Benches to include those with plaques were removed from the town 

for repair by Ceredigion County Council.  It was questioned whether 
those with plaques were always returned to their original location.  

12.4 It was reported that the Roll of Honour had not been transported 
from the Lampeter Sorting Office to the Victoria Hall.  It was 
RESOLVED to make enquiries.  

12.5 Ambulance Response Times: to find out response times in the area. 
12.6 It was RESOLVED not to hold a meeting of the Town Council 

during the month of August, unless the Chair felt that it was necessary 
to do so.  Proposed by Cllr Hag Harris; Seconded by Cllr Dorothy 
Williams and RESOLVED unanimously.  

The Meeting was adjourned at 9.45pm 
Date of next meeting: Thursday 29th September 2016 at 7.30pm. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------(signed/date) 
 


