
One Voice Wales held another successful National Conference at the Royal Welsh 
Showground on 1 October with 170 delegates present, 16 supplier companies 
exhibiting and three great presentations from Mark Drakeford AM the Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance and Local Government, Stephen Mulholland and  Julie May of 
the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRPW) and Peter Davies CBE, 
Chair of the Wales Council for Voluntary Action (WCVA). One Voice Wales will be 
working with the IRPW in the months ahead supporting their consultations with the 
local council sector and with the WCVA on closer partnership working between local 
councils and the Third Sector.  
 
In his keynote address to Conference Mark Drakeford AM Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance and Local Government set out the challenges facing local government 
brought about by the current financial climate. He sent out a very positive message 
that community and town councils had a very important role to play in the future of 
public services provision and proposed an initial eight point action plan for the local 
council sector in Wales. The eight proposals to build resilience and renewal in 
community and town councils are set out below: 
 
1. Produce a toolkit to support community councils in working through what is 
required in taking on new services and assets, building on experiences of the key 
ingredients 
2. Press ahead with legislating for the General Power of Competence, shaped by 
the suggestions made in response to the previous Government’s consultation, for 
innovative ambitious councils looking for more freedom to serve their communities. 
3. Re-energise ties between community councils and local authorities and provide a 
platform to share the good examples across Wales, bringing the new cadre of county 
and community councillors together after the Local Government elections next year 
at a conference focused on strengthening these key relationships 
4. Facilitate the creation of clusters of smaller community councils, making some 
modest funding available to support the initial setting up of joint arrangements. 
5. Legislate to make it an obligation on councils to consider and plan for their 
training needs and review it regularly. 
6. Ensure citizens are kept informed and have the right to make representations on 
any business conducted at a council meeting. Learn from where this is done well and 
look for a legislative opportunity to strengthen current provisions. 
7. Commission the Local Democracy and Boundary Commission to draw up 
guidelines for local authorities to secure consistency in the manner in which 
community reviews  
are conducted. 
8. Support community councils to raise awareness and encourage participation 
in community council elections and to increase diversity, with an initial focus on the 
elections in 2017 
 
One Voice Wales will be working with the Cabinet Secretary, Welsh Government and 
stakeholder organisations in taking forward these proposals. 
 


