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LAMPETER TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 

24.11.2016 AT ST PETER’S CHURCH HALL, LAMPETER 
AT 7.30PM 

Members were invited to participate in prayer before the onset of the meeting. 
Cllr Ann Morgan led members in prayer. 

1. CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME AND PERSONAL MATTERS 
The Mayor Cllr David Smith extended a warm welcome to all present.   
Members were sorry to hear of the passing-away of Cllr Christopher Thomas’ 
mother-in-law, earlier in the day.  It was RESOLVED to convey the Town 
Council’s condolences.  

2. Presentation: Canon Andy Herrick, Vicar of St Peter’s Church, Lampeter 
and Mayor’s Chaplain 
Canon Andy Herrick thanked the Town Council for the opportunity to discuss 
the present situation appertaining to the maintenance of St Peter’s 
Churchyard, Lampeter.   
St Peter's Church is situated in an extensive churchyard, used as a cemetery, 
on a raised site, at the top of Church Street, a landmark in the local 
landscape. It was built between 1867 and 1870, replacing a building of 1821-2 
and an even earlier church, apparently of largely medieval fabric, which was 
first mentioned in 1291. Traces of the earlier structures can be observed amid 
the graves immediately south of the present church, which occupies the site 
of an enclosure, about 40m in diameter; this may have housed the 
rectory/vicarage. 
Parish Churches had historically been built by the Community for the 
Community/Social care and the bulk of the population participated in the life of 
the Church. Wealthy local families contributed to its maintenance. Today, the 
Church is seen in a different way.  The Parish Church is no longer perceived 
as the responsibility of all and only a few people are involved in its upkeep via 
the Parochial Church Council PCC.  St Peter’s Church, Lampeter forms a part 
of the Church in Wales.  
The main focus of Canon Herrick’s address revolved around the current 
maintenance of the Churchyard.  St Peter’s Churchyard is a public cemetery; 
anyone in the Parish, regardless of belief can be buried within its boundary.  
He explained that it was a duty to maintain the graveyard to an acceptable 
level but presently the income did not cover the expenditure.  Two Financial 
Funds were in place by St Peter’s Church viz (1) General Fund (2) Separate 
Churchyard Fund, but it was not possible to transfer funds from one account 
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to the other.  The Treasurer had predicted that in 2/3 years, should the 
situation continue, a real problem could arise.   
Income had been generated from burials, but a sharp decline had been 
encountered in recent years, due to more people opting for cremation.  Burial 
fees were fixed by the Welsh Government (WG) and had increased, of late. 
The average 5/6 burials per year in recent years at St Peter’s, did not cover 
the expenditure. Approximately £2,000 had been received in the last year for 
burials but the annual expenditure had been £5,000. Maintenance of the 
Churchyard included cutting the grass 6 times per year; use of strimmer; trim 
trees; maintain paths and gates.  The public part of the churchyard and the 
footpath running through the Churchyard were heavily used.  No lighting was 
available on the footpath.  It was reported that Mr Eirwyn Williams maintained 
the footpath under the auspices of the Town Council; the Town Council had 
attended to the gate and paving slabs in past years.  
While every effort will be made by St Peter’s Church, Lampeter and the 
Church in Wales to maintain the Cemetery Rev. Herrick felt that members of 
the public should be made aware of the situation. He considered a number of 
options to encourage increased public involvement: 
Ideas for the future included: 
1. Seek tenders once again; 
2. Employing someone part-time 1-2 days per week for greater impact; 
3. Utilise a part of the graveyard for wildlife; 
4. Create Project with local school; 
5. Palm Sunday: place letter on all graves to raise awareness of the situation; 
6. Source Grants for example Commonwealth War Graves Grant and other 

grants, which could be available to Churches. 
7. Set-up a Friends’ Group – Friends of the Churchyard; 
8. Local groups to take responsibility for certain areas including paupers’ 

graves dating back to the days of the town’s old workhouse; 
9. Set up a Community Trust to involve the town; 
10. Set up local historian group to involve Chapels via Cytun.  
It was enquired whether the Town Council could help.  The Mayor stated that 
whilst councillors sympathised with the Church’s plight, the Town Council was 
unable to provide funds for religious organisations but was prepared to help in 
any other way.   
Canon Herrick will look into the above to include the setting up of a 
Community Trust and will report back to the Town Council in due course.  

3. PRESENT 
 Canon Andy Herrick (for the Presentation only) 

Mayor Cllr. David Smith; Deputy-Mayor Cllr Hag Harris; Cllr Rhys Bebb-
Jones; Cllr Elsie Dafis; Cllr Ann Morgan; Cllr Rob Philips; Cllr Selwyn Walters; 
Cllr Dorothy Williams. 

 Simultaneous Translator: Carol Thomas. 
 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from: 

Cllr Andrew Carter; Cllr John Davies; Cllr Elin Jones;  
Cllr Kistiah Ramaya; Cllr Derek Wilson, Cllr Christopher Thomas.  

4. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 
 The following declared a personal interest during the meeting: 



 

3 
 

4.1 Minute 9.4.2: Cllr Ann Morgan and Cllr Rob Phillips when the request 
for financial support from the Friends of Theatr Felinfach, was 
considered in order to stage a production of Teilwng yw’r Oen.  

5. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 27th 
OCTOBER 2016 
These were agreed to be a correct record and were signed by the Chairman.  

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
6.1 War Memorial Garden re possible transfer of the War Memorial 

Garden from the County Council to the Town Council.  Cllr Elsie Dafis 
was of the opinion that the Mayor should take the lead, in relation to 
this matter, in partnership with the British Legion. During Cllr Dafis’ 
tenure as Mayor a civic procession and service had been arranged to 
commemorate the centenary of the departure of the yeomanry from 
Lampeter (10.08.2014) and the Consecration of the Lampeter War 
Memorial Fields - A Ceremony officiated by the Revd. Canon Brendan 
O’Malley (British Legion Chaplain) to re-dedicate Lampeter War 
Memorial Fields, which are dedicated to the memory of those who 
suffered and died as a result of the 2nd World War, took place on 
Tuesday 21st April 2015.  Also, a rededication of the Gates which are 
in Memory of the 1st World War. 

6.2 Maes-y-Felin Play Area:  The Mayor Cllr David Smith and Deputy-
Mayor Cllr Hag Harris had attended the meeting of Monday 14th 
November 2016 in the presence of Mr Llyr Edwards, Tai Ceredigion.  
Mr Edwards will inform the Town Council of the deliberations of the 
meeting.  Not received as yet. 

6.3 Signage (Birthplace of Rugby and home of the oldest University in 
Wales): It had been RESOLVED at the Town Council meeting of the 
29th September 2016 to replace the present town entrance signs, for 
ones, which included straplines referring to the town’s status as the 
Birthplace of Rugby and home of the oldest University in Wales.  
Symbols could also feature.  A meeting had been held between Cllr 
Selwyn Walters, Cllr Chris Thomas and County Officials to discuss the 
way forward concerning matters such as design, wording, sizes, cost 
and legal obligations.   
Communication received from Mr Tom Delph-Janiurek, Senior 
Engineer Traffic Management, Ceredigion CC on the 8/11/2016 stated 
that there is a limit to how much text, which can be incorporated into 
this type of signage without creating a potentially distracting hazard for 
road users.  For this reason, a choice will have to be made regarding 
what may be included on the signage, which will have to be bilingual.  
Either a reference to rugby or the university may be included, plus 
the existing town twinning information.  If a reference to both the 
rugby and the university is to be included, then the town twinning 
information will have to be dropped.  
A communication from Lindsey Gilroy, Principal Business Development 
Officer- Lampeter Campus stated that she had consulted with 
colleagues regarding the above and kindly asked whether two 
representations from UWTSD could be included within the agenda of 
this month’s Town Council meeting and to inform UWTSD of the 
responses.  
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The first representation from UWTSD 
1. UWTSD would like to raise a proposal for the signage.  
UWTSD would very much like to propose that any new signage 
designed to raise the profile of the town includes the strapline: 
‘Lampeter- home of the oldest University Institution in Wales’. (the word 
‘Institution’ is important!) 
If we must choose between also including the wording of ‘Birthplace of 
Welsh Rugby’, or keeping the town Twinning signs up, that we remove 
the Twinning signs and replace with: “Lampeter- Home of the oldest 
University Institution in Wales and the Birthplace of Welsh Rugby”. 
Cllr Kistiah Ramaya, Chair of Lampeter Twinning Association conveyed 
his apologies for this meeting but wished it to be recorded in the 
minutes that, under no circumstances should the information regarding 
the Town Twinning with St. Germain sur Moine be removed.   
All neighbouring towns in Carmarthen and Ceredigion who are twinned 
with towns in Europe have a sign to that effect and are proud to display 
this information. It would be a grave mistake if ours was taken away. 
After careful deliberation, it was RESOLVED to keep the “Historic 
University Town” and information concerning the Town Twinning and to 
include two additional lines “Home of Welsh Rugby” (bilingual). 
RESOLVED – Cllr Selwyn Walters would inform Lindsey Gilroy of the 
outcome and liaise with Ceredigion CC. 

6.4 Lampeter “Legends” Tourism project – Second Representation 
from the University.  Lindsey Gilroy said, I am working on the new 
Lampeter “Legends” Tourism project aimed at raising the profile of the 
town and its relationship with Rugby in 2017. I am holding meetings 
and discussions with the Chamber of Trade including businesses such 
as the Falcondale, Welsh Quilt Centre and Red Apple Yarn to look at 
ways we can maximise the value of this project for local businesses. 
UWTSD is supporting this project by creating an App with rugby 
content; Setting up a Rugby exhibition on the campus from May-
September 2017 (key tourist season) and working with the Chamber of 
Trade to look at commercial angles and a small trail taking visitors from 
the Campus to the Castle Hotel and/or another location of relevance. 
Selwyn has also suggested that we consider an event next year that 
we could promote under the project and bring the town together that 
could be filmed and added to the exhibition and App. His suggestion 
(which I love) is to organise a 7-a-side Veterans Rugby tournament, 
possibly around Easter.  My questions to the Council with regard to this 
are: 

 Is this “Veterans” event something the Town Council would be able 
to help me to organise?  

 Do you have other event ideas (or other related ideas to this 
project) that you could support us with, to bring people here and 
promote this theme for the town? 

It was RESOLVED to support the above and for Cllr Selwyn Walters to 
convey this message to the UWTSD.  Cllr Ann Morgan suggested a St 
David’s Day March.   
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6.5 New Planters at the Town Entrances:  no further information 
received in the absence of Cllr Christopher Thomas. 

6.6 The Fountain, Harford Square, Lampeter: It was not established 
whether the new pump was presently working.  

6.7 Roll of Honour: remains in storage at the Lampeter Sorting Office. 
Arrangements were in hand to transfer the Board to the Victoria Hall.  It 
was RESOLVED to contact the Vicar of St Peter’s Church, Rev Andy 
Herrick to find out whether it would be possible to display the Board 
within the Church Hall.   

6.8 Ambulance Response Times within the Lampeter Ward: It is hoped 
that a representative of the Welsh Ambulance Services NHS Trust will 
attend a future meeting of the Town Council, to discuss further.  

6.9 Town Council’s Notice Board: (cleaning and improving its general 
condition): no information received during this meeting.  

6.10 Hosting the Third World Lunch under the auspices of St Peter’s 
Church, Lampeter:  Arrangements have been made to host the Third 
World Lunch on Friday 3rd February 2017. 

6.11 Remembrance Sunday Service/s:  Friday 11.11.2016 at Harford 
Square and Sunday 13.11.2016 at the War Memorial.  Communication 
from Ceredigion CC asked the Town Council to report on the success 
of the road closures and the flow of traffic during the event.  Road 
Closure Licence 10.55-11.05am (11.11.16); 10.55-11.15am (13.11.16).  
It was reported that the Event/s had been fitting to remember the fallen 
during WW1; WW2 and in military conflicts since that time. Service at 
the War Memorial 13.11.2016: Canon Andy Herrick had officiated; 
Mayor Cllr David Smith assumed the role of Marshal; Cllr John Davies -
undertook the Exhortation; Mayoress and Deputy Mayor laid the 
wreath.  Members of Lampeter Round Table and the Police had helped 
to man the roads. It was felt that the road could be closed from 10.55-
11.20am in future.  

 Cllr Williams said that the Town Council could march from the War 
Memorial to the Church.  It was RESOLVED to report to Ceredigion CC 
that one of the handrails, at the War Memorial was loose and in need 
of repair. 

6.12 Mayor and Cllrs’ Young at Heart Christmas Tea Party: will be held 
on the afternoon of Wednesday 7th December 2016 at the Victoria Hall. 
Arrangements ongoing.  

6.13 Consultative Meeting: representatives of the Town Council viz Cllr 
Rhys Bebb-Jones; Cllr Ann Morgan, the Clerk and Cllr Hag Harris had 
met the Leader of the County Council, Cllr Ellen ap Gwynn and the 
Chief Executive Miss Bronwen Morgan on Wednesday 9th November 
2016 to discuss matters of current mutual interest, which had included: 
Parking at Drovers Rd; Car-parking charges; changes to boundaries; 
remove part of the pavement on the Hafan Deg junction to ease traffic 
flow; pest control at Bryn Road (Cllr Elsie Dafis reported that pest 
control had also posed a problem at Parc-y-Felin during the previous 
Summer, but the Landlord, Tai Cantref had resolved the issue), CCTV 
Provision; Fountain-Harford Square, Maesyderi Field fence (acquired in 
2010 and paid by the Town Council.  Question arose concerning its 
ownership by the Internal Auditor.  RESPONSE: Ceredigion County 
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Council owns the fence and it is not necessary for it to be included 
within the Town Council’s Fixed Assets’ Register).    

6.14 Bus Service T1C: Communication from Shan Witts Manager CPTU 
Ceredigion CC stated that confirmation has been received from the 
WG that a service Cardiff to Aberystwyth, Monday to Saturday will 
commence on Monday 5th December 2016.  The service will be the 
T1C and will leave Aberystwyth at 7.40am arriving in Cardiff at 
12.15pm and then departing Cardiff at 16.40 and arriving at 
Aberystwyth at 21.24.  It was resolved to enquire in relation to a 
Sunday service and to the time taken for the journey.  

6.15 Future Floral Displays within the Town over the summer months: 
The Town Council had contacted Ceredigion CC to ask whether the 
present planters could be transferred to the ownership/safekeeping of 
the Town Council.  In the response from Mr Jon Hadlow, Grounds 
Maintenance Manager Ceredigion CC it stated that the County Council 
agrees in principle to the transfer of the tubs and planters that stand on 
the pavements to the Town Council.  However, a discussion is required 
regarding the Town Council’s intentions in relation to the beds in 
Harford Square and in the Memorial Garden.  A meeting was 
requested, Tuesday 6th December 2016 at 1pm at the Lampeter War 
Memorial was arranged.  

6.16 Parking Problems at Drovers’ Road: the matter was reported to the 
Police who advised the Town Council to Contact Ceredigion CC.  A 
response was received from Katy Spain Parking Services Manager, 
Ceredigion CC: 
“Regular and ongoing patrols of Dovers Road are already taking place 
in Lampeter in line with available resources.  Where vehicles are 
observed by CEOs parked in contravention they will take enforcement 
action as appropriate.  
Unfortunately, CEOs are reporting that a number of the vehicles 
observed parked at the location are displaying Blue Badges.  This 
means that they are unable to take enforcement action as the 
concessions of the badge provide them with an exemption for up to 3 
hours on a double or single yellow line.   
Concerns related to Blue Badge Holder parking at Drovers Road would 
need to be raised with Dyfed Powys Police as this would need to be 
dealt with under the auspices of obstruction which falls under the remit 
of Dyfed Powys Police”. 

 PCSO Ryan Jones had responded to the above to Ceredigion CC. 
There are two issues that I have been made aware of and have 
previously been reported to CCC.  
1- Where the pavement narrows the road by the Soccer club, any 

vehicle parking there can be potentially an obstruction. With that in 
mind could yellow marks be placed on the curb for that stretch to 
prohibit parking/stopping?  The wider stretch, could then be marked 
out for disabled only possibly? 

2- There are also issues regarding the access lane for businesses of 
High street. Vehicles park opposite which prevents entry and also 
exit. Could the yellow marks be considered here also please?   
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7. CORRESPONDENCE 
7.1 Welsh Quilt Centre: requesting a link on the front page of the Town 

Council’s website: Cllr Rob Phillips had executed this request.  
7.2 Lampeter Chamber of Trade will hold its annual Christmas Fair on 

Thursday 8th December 2016 from 5.15pm-8pm and an invitation 
extended to the Mayor to start proceedings. 

7.3 Tea and Mince Pies: 14th December 2016 5.00-6.00pm, Canterbury 
Building.  Invitation from Dr Jeremy Smith, Dean for the Faculty of 
Humanities and Performing Arts to Cllrs to an event to celebrate this 
year’s achievements at UWTSD Lampeter and to look ahead to 
developments for the future.  Staff will be on hand to answer questions 
about the university and the ongoing developments for the town.  

7.4 Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Wales LDBCW – 
have updated the Electoral Reviews; Policy and Practice document for 
the programme to review all 22 principal council areas in time for the 
2022 local government elections.  Further information is available on 
their website.  

7.5 Rural Wales Magazine as published by the Campaign for the 
Protection of Rural Wales. 

7.6 Caru-Love Ceredigion Initiative, Ceredigion CC: attempts to inspire 
everyone in the County to promote the positives in terms of behaviours, 
attitudes and profile.  Further information can be obtained by email 
caru@ceredigion.gov.uk or Twitter@CeredigionCC and using 
#caruceredigion.  

7.7 Communication from Mr Gary Davies, Llwydfan, Aberaeron asking 
whether the Town Council has plans to regenerate the Town.  
RESOLVED: The Mayor to respond. 

7.8 Other correspondence: For Information only.  
8. PLANNING MATTERS 

8.1 Planning Application A161034 – Land Rear Glan Helen, North Road, 
Lampeter.  Proposal: The building of a dwelling.  Applicant: Mrs M 
Jones. Town Council’s Comments: No Objections. 

8.2 Development Control Committee Ceredigion County Council: 
Minutes of last meeting and Agenda of the next meeting.  

9. FINANCE 
 9.1 PAYMENTS 

9.1.1 Dyfed Gardening Services: Parc-yr-Orsedd: Cutting of hedge 
£280.00. 

9.1.2 Lampeter Tree Services Ltd: cutting 2 trees at Parc-yr-Orsedd 
£120; Survey of remaining trees within the park and preparing 
report £80, VAT £40 TOTAL £240. 

9.1.3 Clerk’s Salary October 2016 £760.79 (net); HMRC Tax & NI 
£90.92. 

9.1.4 Simultaneous Translation: Carol Thomas: Sept; Oct; 
November Monthly Meetings £235.00.  

  9.1.5 Hire of St Peter’s Church Hall Monthly Meeting 24.11.2016;  
3 hours x £9.50 = £28.50.  

9.1.6 University of Wales Trinity St David: Printing of Leaflets for 
the Remembrance Sunday Service.  £10.54 inc Vat.  
 

mailto:caru@ceredigion.gov.uk
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9.2 Lampeter Tree Services: Report on the trees at Parc-yr-Orsedd.  
It was RESOLVED to accept the Quotation of £750 + Vat to undertake 
necessary work involving the Horse Chestnuts, Beech and other trees at 
Parc-yr-Orsedd. 

9.3 Transition Llambed Development Trust: Young at Heart, Hire of Victoria 
Hall: £175.50. 

9.4 FINANCIAL REQUESTS 
 9.4.1 RAY Ceredigion: awaiting the Balance Sheet.  

9.4.2 Friends of Theatr Felinfach:  to stage a community production in 
January 2017 consisting of three community choirs, Cardi-Gân, 
Meibion y Mynydd & Corisma.  They intend to perform a production of 
Teilwng yw’r Oen, the Welsh equivalent to Handel’s Messiah.  It was 
RESOLVED to make a contribution of £150.00. 

9.4.3 Llandysul Community Council: to host the Gŵyl Cerdd Dant 
Llandysul a’r Fro 2017.  It was RESOLVED to ask for the contact 
details of the Steering Committee before reaching a decision.  

9.5 Communication from Mr Gareth Rowlands, Project Development Manager 
Ceredigion County Council (during the July meeting of the Town Council): 
Request by the Welsh Government for a Site Visit at Maesyfelin field in 
relation to the Balchder Pentrefi Grant received by the Town Council in 2013.  
WG is interested in the work undertaken by DC Evans Plant Hire and CCC is 
to provide copy documents – invoice from February 2013 for DC Plant Hire 
No. 3823 for £9,824 plus the bank statement showing defrayment of that 
invoice.   
Cllr Elsie Dafis had represented the Town Council during a site meeting, 
which had been held in July 2016 and reported that everything had been 
satisfactory. No official response received.  

9.6 It was RESOLVED to close the Town Council’s Swansea B/S Account. 
Matter in hand.  

10. SUB-COMMITTEES 
10.1 Parc-yr-Orsedd: Dyfed Gardening Services has cut the hedge at Parc-

yr-Orsedd for a fee of £280 and will collect litter from the park Oct- 
March 2016/17 inc without imposing a charge. A bin has been repaired 
at Parc-yr-Orsedd. 

10.2 PAVEMENTS 
Problems exist on College Street (pavement loose); outside the 
Boots Pharmacy; and associated with the tarmac outside the Indian 
Restaurant.  It was RESOLVED to report to Ceredigion CC.  

 10.3 MAESYDERI FIELD MANAGEMENT  
Next meeting Thursday 26th January 2017 at 6.45pm. 
 

The Meeting was adjourned at 10.05pm. 
 

Date of next meetings:  
Budget Meeting: Thursday 12th January 2017 at 7.30pm- Lampeter Church Hall. 
Maesyderi Field Management Meeting: Thursday 26th January 2017 at 6.45pm at 
Lampeter Church Hall. 
Monthly Meeting: Thursday 26th January 2017 at 7.30pm- Lampeter Church Hall. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------(signed/date) 


