
LAMPETER TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE

31.01.2013 AT 7.30PM, CHURCH HALL LAMPETER
Members were invited to pray before the start of the meeting. 

Cllr Derek Wilson led members in the opening prayer.

1. CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME
The Chairperson Mayor Cllr Kistiah Ramaya extended a welcome to all present.
PRESENT
Councillors: Cllr Mayor Kistiah Ramaya (Chairperson),  Cllr Andrew Carter, Cllr 
Elsie Dafis, Cllr Greg Evans, Town & County Cllr Hag Harris, Cllr Ann Morgan, 
Cllr Rob Phillips, Cllr Dave Smith, Cllr Chris Thomas, Cllr Selwyn Walters & 
Cllr Derek Wilson. 
County Councillor Ivor Williams.  
PCSO Ryan Jones. 

2. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Deputy-Mayor Cllr Dorothy Williams & 
Cllr John Davies. 

3. POLICE MATTERS 
3.1 The anti-social behavior at Parc-yr-Orsedd was reported to the Police. A 

gate had recently been vandalized at this location. 
3.2 Harford Square: the consumption of alcohol prevails on the Square, despite 

its alcohol-free status.  The Police are vigilant in the area. 

4. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST
None declared.  

5. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES of the meetings of the 29 November 2012 & 
the Budget Meeting of the 23 January 2013
These were agreed to be a correct record and were signed by the Chair apart from 
Minute 11.3 of the November meeting, which reads “Mayoress’ Tea”- rephrased to 
Mayor and Councillors Tea.

6 NOMINATION OF MAYOR FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2013-14.  
Cllr Hag Harris proposed Cllr Dorothy Williams.  All were in favour of this proposal. 

NOMINATION OF DEPUTY-MAYOR FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2013-14
The name of the Councillor, who was proposed for this post: Cllr Elsie Dafis.  All 
were in favour of this proposal. 
A letter will be sent to both councillors to ask if they accept the nomination.  

7. MATTERS ARISING
7.1 Balchder Pentrefi Project: Contracts have been signed.  Work to start next 

week. 
7.2 Hunger Lunch, St Peter’s Church1.02.2012: further arrangements were 

made.
7.3 New Notice Board:  it was RESOLVED to accept the quote submitted by 

Teify Forge Ltd of £478 (ex VAT)
7.4 Street Lights’ Meeting: Mr Neil Garrod CCC 17.01.2103. Present: Mayor 

Kistiah Ramaya; Deputy-Mayor D. Williams, Cllr H. Harris, Cllr D. Smith, Eleri 
Thomas (Clerk); Mr Robert Jones, Lampeter Chamber of Trade. Steel  Lamp 
Columns (CCC) in North Road have reached the end of their service life and 
need to be replaced. The CCC now uses aluminium and not steel lamp posts. 
Aluminium is weaker than steel but has many safety advantages.  Work 
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scheduled to start on the 1 February 2013.  The new posts will not be capable 
of  holding the Christmas lights unless adaptors are secured to the posts.  The 
CCC will provide 4 free adaptors for North Road.  RESOLVED: to find out 
from the Chamber of Trade where to position the adaptors. Lighter hanging 
baskets will also be necessary. (Half Basket: 590mm Dia, Basket & Water 
Weight 11kg).  The supply of electricity for the light of the War Memorial was 
also discussed at the meeting. 

7.5 Street Light for Forest Road: between Eirlyn and Brynfa: it is not possible to 
install a street-light at this location as there is no available electricity supply. 
Further consideration could be assigned to the matter after the new estate has 
been adopted by Ceredigion County Council. 

7.6 Town Council’s Standing Orders: the final draft had been completed by 
Cllr Rob Phillips. RESOLVED:  to be circulated to members.  14 hardcopies 
will be produced.

7.7 Town Council’s Financial Regulations: to be circulated to members. There 
will be some cross-reference to the Standing Orders. A few hardcopies will be 
produced. 

7.8 Repair of Mayor’s Chain: no developments.
7.9 Annual General Meeting: Friday 14 December 2012 at 6.30pm: Citizen’s 

Advice Bureau, Meithrin Centre, Boulevard de Saint-Brieuc, Aberystwyth.  The 
Town Council was not represented at this meeting.

7.10 Improvement of the wood-chip area in the vicinity of the Sainsbury’s car-
park: email received from Mr Phillip Jones CCC stated that areas will be 
improved with new planting & tree shrubs. 

7.11 One Cllr had reported that he did not receive emails/ minutes/ agendas, 
despite the fact that they had been sent electronically, by the Clerk. Cllr 
Phillips offered IT advice, which could help the cllr to solve the problem at his 
end.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
8.1 Communication received via the Town Council’s website: Enquiries:

8.1.1 Is the Mark Lane Bakery owned by the James’ family? (yes)
8.1.2 Retired lady from London wished to study in Lampeter and wanted to 

know,  which type of housing was available for older people in 
Lampeter (Cllr Harris had responded on behalf of the Town Council).

8.1.3 Pantycelyn Guest House: request to include within the website (had 
been included)

8.1.4 Which council offices cover Cribyn as a person wished to contact 
the council in relation to Puppy Farmer who was trading from this 
location. (referred to Ceredigion County Council)

8.1.5 A person attempting to locate his family tree and asked if the Town 
Council had on its records a Cronk or Lewis, who was a JP. (unable to 
assist but it was felt that a response conveying this inability, should be 
sent to the enquirer)

8.1.6 Mr Anthony Jeffries stated that his father Malcom, from Lampeter 
had died on the 14th January 2013 and asked for help on who to contact 
for permission to buy a bench to position in close proximity to Llanfair 
Clydogau Post-Office. (referred to Llanfair Community Council) 

8.1.7 Pant-Teg B & B and holiday cottages: request to include within the 
website. (had been included) 
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In the future, all website requests will be printed in hard copy and Town 
Cllrs will be offered the opportunity to view them before the start of the 
meeting of the Town Council.  (Also circulated prior to the meeting via 
email) 

8.2 Public Conveniences: Ceredigion County Council is in the process of 
reviewing its public conveniences and due to budgetary pressures it is not 
possible to keep all existing toilets open.  The Cabinet Member, Cllr Alun 
Williams, has stated that, “There is no escaping the increasing financial 
constraints on local government.  This is inevitably impacting on our budgets 
for the coming financial year and public conveniences are no exception.  As 
someone who believes in providing good public services, I am keen to 
minimize any negative impacts.  
Many public toilets in different parts of Ceredigion have recently won awards 
for their high standards and we fully intend to maintain these toilets.  However, 
with less money available, the focus will inevitably fall on those toilets in the 
county that are the least used and the least modern.”  
It was enquired whether Lampeter Town Council would be interested in the 
principle of taking over the running of the public conveniences at Rookery 
Lane / Sainsbury’s / St Thomas Street  from the County Council.  
A breakdown of the annual costs are as follows:
Lampeter – Rookery Lane: £8,309
Lampeter – Sainsbury - £13,288
Lampeter – St Thomas’ Street  - £8,257
The opening hours are generally set from dawn to dusk.  The County Council 
considered the closure of St Thomas’ Street but representations from Cllr Hag 
Harris swayed this decision to have all 3 toilets in Lampeter, kept open.  The 
Town Council could play its part should it so desire, simply by making some 
form of financial contribution towards the operational costs. A contribution of 
£500 was considered.  If the Town Council decided not to assist in the 
financial side of operating the toilets in Lampeter, then the decision to keep 
them open will stand but there will be no guarantee that the issue will be not 
be reviewed in the future, when future budget requirements are again the 
subject of debate.  It was RESOLVED to inform the County Council that 
the Town Council did not wish to take over the running of one or more of 
the toilets, at the present moment. 

8.3 The Twelfth Annual General Meeting of Ceredigion Mobile Shopmobility 
will be held on Wednesday, 6th February 2013 at the Ceredigion County 
Council Headquarters, Penmorfa, Aberaeron at 7.00pm: for information. 

8.4 NHS Wales: Hywel Dda Health Board: an Extraordinary Meeting of Hywel 
Dda Health Board was held on Tuesday January 15 2013 to discuss the 
consultation on clinical services.  The full recommendation report, and other 
resources  can be found at www.hywelddahb.wales.nhs.uk/Consultation.  

8.5 One Voice Wales Courses: 2013 Training Programme: for information. 
8.6 Websites for Town & Community Councils: The Minister for Local 

Government and Communities has released £1.25 million additional funding to 
county and county borough councils to support local  democracy and public 
engagement.  Part of this is intended to be used to assist in the development 
of websites for town and community councils. 

8.7 A Sustainable Wales – Better choices for a better future.  Consultation
Events – Sustainable Development White Paper: for information. 

8.8 Email from Zoe Towers, student University Of Wales Trinity St David, 
Lampeter stating that students will be staging a “sit-in” to start at 10.30am on 
Friday 8th February to voice their concerns in relation to the University.  She 
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asked whether the Town Council would support the sit-in.  Members were 
sympathetic to the cause.  It was RESOLVED to arrange a meeting with 
representatives of the UWTSD to discuss matters such as redundancies, 
morale, basic courses, value for money and matters alluded to in the 
communication received from Zoe Towers .  

8.9 Traffic Meeting with CCC: 14.12.2012: Minutes of the meeting of the 
24.09.2012 attached (Appendix 1).  The minutes of this meeting (14.12.2012) 
will be forwarded  by CCC, before the next meeting scheduled for Friday 24 th 

May 2013.  It was resolved to forward the concerns of the Town Council to the 
County Council before the meeting (to discuss at the April’s meeting of the TC) 

8.10 Proposed Amendments to Traffic Orders CCC: following the meeting of the 
17th January, with a delegation of the Town Council (Mayor, Deputy-Mayor, 
Cllr D. Smith) the following additional comments were submitted to CCC (in 
addition to the list submitted in Sept 2012 and the few observations, which 
were presented in Oct 2012)

1. Bryn Road, Would like parking permission outside the previous 
primary school;

2. Cambrian Rd: disagree with "No Parking" in this area, parking 
could be allowed on one side only;

3.  Bridge Street: Mon to Sat parking  restriction as opposed to 7 
Days restriction;

4.  Prohibition of Parking throughout the town could be Mon to Sat 
rather than 7 days (follow on from point 3); &

5.  Would like a "gap" in New Street. 
Vehicles are very often parked on both sides of the road opposite the school - 
Peterwell Terrace.  Cllr Harris had also submitted observations:
We had agreed to remove the prohibition of waiting on Bryn Road, north side from 
outside Brynheulwen along past the old school to where the road narrows at the Drill  
Hall. 
 Cambrian Road (or is it Market Street) Outside 1to 4 and we agreed to allow parking  
on the north side from number 7 round past the Library and car park to the turning  
area by Sainsbury's.

8.11 Youth Transport Consultation: CAVO: minutes of meeting: for information.
8.12 Elin Jones AM: contact details. To book an appointment at one of her 

surgeries 01970 624516. 32 Pier Street, Aberystwyth, SY23 2LN. 
elin.jones@wales.gov.uk; www.ElinJones.com; facebook; 
www.facebook.com/ElinCeredigion; Twitter  @ElinCeredigion. RESOLVED: to 
display the contact details of Ceredigion’s AM on the Town Council’s notice-
board. 

8.13 Bwcabus: Newsletter: for information.
8.14 Ethics and Standards Committee meeting dates: CCC: for information.
8.15 Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales: Final Annual Report for 

2013/14.
8.16 One Voice Wales: Ceredigion Area Meeting: 23.01.2013: this meeting had 

been postponed due to the bad weather. 
8.17 Consultation on the Local Government (Democracy) (Wales) Bill: for 

information.
8.18 Western Power Distribution: Temporary Unmetered Connections for Festive 

Lighting Christmas 2012/13
8.19 Bus Stop, Station Terrace, Lampeter: Email from Shan Witts, Senior 

Transport Officer CCC: stating that she had spoken to the Operations 
Manager at Arriva and in his view a bus stop near  Station Terrace would 
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cause congestion as it is near a roundabout.  He  also felt that the Nat West 
Bank and the Rugby Club stops were not too far from Station Terrace. 

8.20 Breast Cancer Care Cymru: Request for this charity to be nominated The 
Charity of the Year for the Mayor in office: forwarded to Deputy-Mayor D. 
Williams.

8.21 Other correspondence: for information only.

9. PLANNING
9.1 Planning Application: A120802: Conversion of office to residential 

accommodation, 9 Bridge Street, Lampeter.  Date on letter received from 
CCC: 29.11.2012.  Comments submitted by delegation of the Town Council as 
this application had been received by the Town Council after the November 
monthly meeting of the 29th November 2012.  NO OBJECTIONS. 
This application had received the Town Council’s attention in the past viz: 
under the Application Number A120533 (August 2012: comments submitted at 
that time: No objections but a communal living room could be incorporated in  
the plans.  In September 2012 the Town Council had been informed by the 
CCC that the Application had been withdrawn)
PLANNING PERMISSION: A120802; Conversion of office to residential 
accommodation: 9 Bridge Street, Lampeter.  Applicant: Minelen 
Properties.  Date on letter received from CCC 15 January 2013.

9.2 Planning Application: A120867: Proposal: The development of 6 flats and 
associated works: 1) The addition of a fourth storey to an existing unit to 
provide 4 x 2 person, one bedroomed flats. 2) An adjoining two storey new 
build comprising 2 x2 person, one bedroomed flats.  Location: Llysderi, 
Mountwalk, Lampeter.  Date on the letter received from the CCC; 21 
December 2012.  Comments submitted by the Town Council after discussion 
with a delegation of the Town council on the 17.01.2013: The Town Council  
has no objections to this application in general.  However, concern is  
expressed in relation to the extra traffic flow in this vicinity as a result of this  
development.  This is already a busy area when children travel to and from the  
nearby school.  The safety of children could be compromised further, during  
these key times.  Additional parking problems could also arise. 

9.3 Planning Application No.: A120724: Response submitted by Mayor & 
Deputy-Mayor
PROPOSAL: Building a double garage within rear garden of 82 Bridge Street, 
Lampeter
“The Town Council objects to the construction of a double storey garage, 
which will affect the amount of light available to the next door property. The 
Town Council is of the opinion that a Double Garage is too wide. Further con-
sideration needs to be assigned to the access road from New Street.
The Town Council has no objections to a single storey garage, bearing in mind 
the above factors. “ It was also asked  whether a site meeting could be organ-
ised to assign further attention to the matter.  The CCC informed the Town 
Council that it would be incumbent upon the Town Council to arrange a site 
meeting if it so desired. 
REFUSAL OF PLANNING: Application A120724: Erection of double garage, 
82 Bridge Street, Lampeter.  Date of letter from CCC 13 December 2012. 
Particulars of decision
The proposal submitted is considered to be contrary to the principles of Policy 
H4.4 of the Unitary Development Plan (proposed Modifications Version) and 
the guidelines set out within the authority’s Residential Design Principles docu-
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ment. The proposal would have an adverse impact on the surrounding proper-
ties in terms of amenity space and loss of light. 

9.4 Development Control Committee CCC: Minutes of the meeting of the 14th 

November and the Agenda of the meeting of the 12th December: for informa-
tion.

9.5 Planning Training: Aberystwyth Town Council will be hosting a Planning 
Training Session on Monday 4th March 2013 from 6.30pm to 9.00pm at the of-
fices of the Town Council. The Mayor Kistiah Ramaya, Cllr Rob Phillips and 
Cllr Elsie Dafis will represent the Town Council at this meeting (£25 x3).

9.6 Letter from Mr Elliot Jones: it is his intention to formally submit a planning 
application to the County Council re development to the rear of the Black Lion 
Hotel, Lampeter.  He would welcome comments, which the Town Council may 
have in respect of the proposed scheme.  RESOLVED not to forward com-
ments as it is customary only to submit comments after the application has 
been presented to the County Council.  

9.7 Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance: Aberystwyth Shop Fronts and 
Commercial Facades: Ceredigion County Council has resolved to produce 
draft Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) on Aberystwyth Shop Fronts 
and Commercial Facades.  The SPG is a subject to formal consultation from 
Thursday 3 January 2013 until midday on Friday 15th February.  Copies of the 
draft SPG are available for inspection free on the Council’s website.  
The Town Council received a copy of the letter because all individuals and or-
ganisations currently listed on the Council’s Local Development Plan (LDP) 
database receive a copy of all general development plan matters as standard. 
Once the LDP Examination has concluded the Town Council will be contacted 
again in order for the County Council to further refine the database for future 
consultation exercises.  

10. MENTER LLAMBED
10.1 AGM: Thursday 31 January Transition Llambed Development Trust: Cllr Greg 

Evans had attended this meeting.  It was reported that the Transition Llambed 
Enterprise was proving to be a success. 

10.2 Renovation of the toilets is now underway.  
10.3 Grapevine February 2013: magazine published by Transition Llambed Devel-

opment Trust, every month. 
11. FINANCE  

11.1 PAYMENTS
11.1.1 Young at Heart Teas 7.11.12 (3 hours @ £6/hr)= £18.00; 14.11.2012 

(3hours @ £6/hr) = £18.00; 18.11.2012 ( 8 hours)- £16 per hr =£128.00; 
5.12.12 (5 hours) @ £16 /hr=£80.

11.1.2 Compass Office Supplies: Brother Laser Printer £97.00; Black Toner 
£55.85, VAT £30.57; Total £183.42.

11.1.3 Stationery: Compass Stationery £27.65; VAT £5.53 Total £33.18
11.1.4  Clerk’s Salary Dec  2012 & January 2013  net: £677.05 x 2
11.1.5 £26.41 x 2Tax & NI for Dec 2012 and January 2013
11.1.6 Hire of Church Hall: Monthly Meeting 29 November £21.25 (2.5hrs @ 

£8.50 per hour)
11.1.7 Material to repair Fence at Parc-yr-Orsedd c/o Cllr A. Carter £17.34 

(VAT £2.09)
11.1.8 Allplay Ireland: post cap Fit Trail Equipment  £23 VAT £4.60 Total: 

£27.60
11.1.9 Repair Latch on Kissing Gate, Parc-yr-Orsedd: Mr Dai Jones, 

Taliesin, Lampeter £30.00
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11.1.10 BT Bill 14.12.12 Broadband and Phone £99.21 VAT £19.84 TOTAL 
£119.05 (3 months)

11.1.11 Heat/ Light/Storage Costs (Clerk) April to Nov (inc) @ £20/month 
£160; December £20

11.1.12 Overpayment of mugs into bank a/c  (Clerk) £6.00
11.1.13 Stationery Clam: stamps, envelopes £89.15
11.1.14 Zurich Municipal Insurance Cover £1,882.93
11.1.15 Hire of St Peter’s Hall 23.01.13 & 31.01.13 £38.25
11.1.16 Bus Shelter Cleaning April – Jan @ £20 per month £180 (Direct 

Debit)

11.2 RECEIPTS
11.2.1 Lampeter Town Council Field Fund £0.04 x2
11.2.2 Employer NI Refund 2011-12 £124.15
11.2.3 H M Revenue & Customs VAT Refund £3,563.53
11.2.4 Swansea B/S Gross Interest £0.10

11.3 REQUESTS FOR GRANT FUNDING
11.3.1 Gŵyl Cerdd Dant Ystrad Fflur a’r Fro 2013: it was RESOLVED not to 

make a contribution.
11.3.2 Urdd National Eisteddfod 2013: no donation
11.3.3 Sia: An opportunity to participate in the Great British Fish and 

Chip Supper – Friday 17 May 2013 to help spinal cord injured people 
live full and independent lives: for information.

11.3.4 Citizens Advice Bureau Ceredigion £500
11.3.5 Ceredigion Young Farmers Club: £50
11.3.6 Ysgol Bro Pedr: exchange visit to Sweden £100
11.3.7 Lampeter Youth Theatre and Stage School: seeking grant funding and 

a request to make a presentation to the Town Council. RESOLVED: to 
invite Annie May, the Director,  to a future meeting of the Town Council. 

11.4 THANK YOU LETTERS
11.4.1 Denbighshire and District National Eisteddfod 2013 for the recent 

donation of £100.
11.4.2 RAY Ceredigion for the recent donation of £100 towards the cost of 

hosting the play sessions at Maesyderi  field. 
11.5 Transition Llambed Development Trust: Financial Statements: Year ending 

31 October 2012.
11.6 Sect 137 (4): £6.98: the amount each elector can donate to charity (2013-14 

Financial year) .

12. SUB-COMMITTEES
12.1 FOOTPATHS’

12.1.1  Ceredigion CC. Brush Cutting Grants 50%: Cllr Carter agreed too 
assign further attention to the matter. 

12.2 PARC-YR-ORSEDD 
12.2.1 Fence parallel to North Road: Cllr Chris Thomas reported that the 

fence had been damaged recently, due to the bad weather.  Cllr Carter 
had repaired the fence on a temporary basis.  Preservative has been 
applied. 

12.2.2 Playground Inspection: In the past, CCC has made arrangements for 
the playground inspection to be carried out by an external organization. 
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Unfortunately CCC is not in a position to arrange this inspection this 
year and in the future.  It will be necessary for the Town Council to 
make independent arrangements. It was RESOLVED to contact Digley 
Associates to arrange inspections for Parc-yr-Orsedd and Maesyderi 
Field.  Awaiting a reply.

12.2.3 It was reported that a tree had fallen at Parc-yr-Orsedd only a few 
minutes after children had been standing in close proximity to the tree; 
this has raised health and safety concerns.  RESOLVED: to arrange for 
a qualified person to inspect all trees in the park.  (Cllr Chris Thomas)

12.2.4 Arrangements are in hand to trim the hedge adjacent to Bryn Field 
after the weather has improved. 

12.2.5 Cap of Climbing Frame has been replaced & pedal of exercise station 
c/o Cllr Chris Thomas.

12.3 PAVEMENTS
12.3.1 Slabs in need of attention adjacent to the War Memorial.
12.3.2 College Street pavements – slabs needs to be repaired.
12.3.3 Tarmac needed outside the Indian Restaurant.
12.3.4 Problems exist outside the old Town Hall.
12.3.5 Work needs to be redone between the Gwilym Price and Spar Stores. 

12.4 CCTV CAMERAS’ 
12.4.1 CCTV Unit Repot (Nov 2012): There had been one request to view 

digital media from the Police concerning a Public Order (3.11.2012)
12.4.2 Cllr Rob Phillips, H. Harris and the Mayor Kistiah Ramaya had 

attended the Ceredigion CCTV Forum meeting at Penmorfa on the 21 
January.  Minutes of the 23.07.2012 attached.(Appendix 2).  Minutes of 
the January meeting to follow from CCC.  It is hoped that the present 
CCTV payment of £12,000 per annum for Lampeter Town Council, will 
be reduced in the near future.  No official notification has been received 
to date.  

12.5 MAESYDERI FIELD MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
A meeting had taken place on Tuesday 20th November.  Minutes attached.
(Appendix 3).   Cllr Chris Thomas expressed concern in relation to the 
consumption of alcohol on the field and to the discarded broken bottles.  Glass 
scattered on the field posed a health and safety issue. 
It was also reported that the wire of the fence had become loose. 

13. A.O.B.
13.1 Cllr Elsie Dafis asked whether it would be possible not to tie-up the 2013-14 

Precept of £41,000 on receipt from Ceredigion County Council in April 2013. 
RESOLVED: to place the matter as an agenda item for the next meeting. 

 The meeting ended at 9.40pm.

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS / EVENTS
14.1 Hunger Lunch; in aid of the starving of our world (overseas): Friday 1 

February (a.m.) at St Peter’s Church Hall, Lampeter.
14.2 Maesyderi Field Management Committee: Tuesday 12th February, 6.30pm 

Menter Llambed Office.
14.3 Monthly Meeting, St Peter’s Church Hall Thursday 28th February at 

7.30pm. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------(signed/date)
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