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                                                      LAMPETER TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING, WHICH WAS HELD ON THURSDAY 

      11 JUNE 2015 AT 7.30PM AT THE CHURCH HALL, LAMPETER 
PRAYERS: Members were invited to participate in prayer before the start of the meeting.          

Cllr Mayor Chris Thomas led members in prayer. 
1. CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME & PERSONAL MATTERS 

The Chairman, Cllr. Mayor Christopher Thomas extended a warm welcome to all present.  
The Meeting had been deferred from the scheduled Meeting of Thursday 28th May due to the 
sad passing-away of Cllr Greg Evans on the 26th May 2015.   
Members observed a minute’s silence, in memory of Cllr Greg Evans, who had been an active 
member of the Town Council for many decades. The Mayor read a letter, which had been 
received from his wife, Mrs. Dawn Evans.  It read, in part,  
“We wish to thank you for honouring Greg on his final journey at St Peter’s Church and are 
really grateful that he was valued as a fellow councillor and friend.  Your unreserved support 
meant a lot to us during and after his passing”.    

2. PRESENT: Cllr Mayor Christopher Thomas (Chairperson); Cllr Elsie Dafis; Cllr John Davies; 
Town & County Cllr Hag Harris; Cllr Ann Morgan; Cllr Rob Phillips; Cllr Dorothy Williams &  
Cllr Derek Wilson.  
County Cllr Ifor Williams.  Member of the Public:Mr Chris Studman. 

 Reporter representing the Cambrian News: Mr Chris Betteley.  
 Reporter representing the Carmarthen Journal: Mr Guto Llewelyn. 
 Simultaneous Translator: Mrs Carol Thomas.  

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Deputy-Mayor Cllr Dave Smith; Cllr Andrew Carter; 
Cllr Kistiah Ramaya and Cllr Selwyn Walters.    

3. POLICE MATTERS 
 3.1 Speed Awareness Campaign 

A week-long campaign will take place during the month of June, in Lampeter, to raise 
awareness of speed limits.  

3.2 Provision of CCTV: Dyfed-Powys Police Commissioner Christopher Salmon has ruled 
out the possibility of the Police paying for the reintroduction of CCTV in Ceredigion after 
Ceredigion County Council withdrew the funding it had previously provided for the 
system, as part of cost-cutting measures.  Town Cllrs insisted CCTV was an important 
tool in combatting crime and the fear of crime.  It was stated that Police Officers 
perceived CCTV as an effective tool for gaining information and collecting evidence.  

4. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST-None Declared.  
5. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES of the Meeting of the 30th April 2015. 
 These were agreed to be a correct record and were signed by the Chair. 
6. MATTERS ARISING 
 6.1 Revised Standing Orders of the Town Council: It is hoped to obtain closure in 

relation to this Agenda Item in the foreseeable future.   
6.2 Future Provision of Ceredigion County Council’s Residential Care Homes.  A 

Drop-In Session to discuss the matter had taken place on the 7th April 2015 at Ysgol 
Bro-Pedr.  The Mayor Elsie Dafis had attended the event and has responded to the 
initial phase of the Consultation process on behalf of Lampeter Town Council (Lampeter 
TC).  It was RESOLVED to forward a letter to the Hywel Dda Health Board stating that 
Lampeter Town Council is concerned that the loss of Joint-Care beds at Hafan Deg, 
Lampeter could have a negative impact on Health provision in the Lampeter area. The 
nearest hospital beds are in Aberystwyth and Carmarthen. The Joint Care Beds in 
Hafan Deg have enabled those discharged from hospital to be cared for as part of their 
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recovery closer to home by the local District Nurse Team and by the committed staff of 
this Residential Home. This arrangement could adversely affect the Delayed Transfers 
of Care statistics.  It was RESOLVED to invite a representative of the Hywel Dda Health 
Board to a future meeting of the Town Council in order to discuss the matter fully.  

6.3 Lampeter Youth Club: Ann Sweeting, Principal Youth Officer, Ceredigion County 
Council will be invited to attend the September 2015 meeting of the Town Council.  

6.4 Memorial Garden, Lampeter 
 A response was received from Mr Paul Arnold in relation to the Grounds Maintenance 

Costs for Lampeter War Memorial.  The cost, which the County Council incurs to 
maintain the War Memorial Garden is approximately £4,800 per annum.  The main 
portion, viz £4,000 pays for bedding plants, supply and full ongoing maintenance.  It 
was RESOLVED to inform the County Council that the Town Council wishes to takeover 
the Garden.  

 Regarding the acquisition of daffodil bulbs it was RESOLVED, during the last meeting  
to submit a formal request to Mr Paul Arnold CCC. It was stated, during this meeting,  
that it did not appear likely that the request would be executed.   

6.5 Traffic Consultative Meeting Ceredigion CC 28 May 2015: Minutes of this meeting 
will be circulated in due course by Ceredigion CC.  Ceredigion CC has been conducting 
a review of speed limits on County Roads.  As a result there are delays in dealing with 
incoming correspondence handled by the Traffic Section, for example requests for 
highways’ signage and traffic data.   

 Bollards to stop vehicles parking on College Street could be installed, in a bid to cut 
costs in having to replace paving slabs damaged by parked vehicles.   

 Planters at the entrances to the town:  It was RESOLVED for the Mayor Cllr Chris 
Thomas to make enquiries in relation to replacing the planters and to seek quotes.  

 A litter collection had been discussed at the Traffic Consultative Meeting.  CCC 
provides refuse-bags and litter pickers.  It was felt that every individual should 
endeavour to take responsibility and aim for a litter-free environment.  

6.6 Town Hall Clock -Chimes: this facility has been restored.   
7. CORRESPONDENCE 

7.1  Access to Information on Community and Town Councils: Guidance from the 
Welsh Government, which places duties on Community and Town Councils to make 
certain information available electronically.  (Appendix 1).   

7.2 DECLARING AN INTEREST (new guidelines).  The requirements of the code of 
conduct, as it applies to community and town councils, are as follows:- 
a) Councillors are required to declare a personal and, if appropriate, prejudicial 

interest in relation to pertinent matters when they are present at meetings.  
b) When Councillors disclose a personal interest for the first time, they must give 

written confirmation of the interest to the Proper Officer, before or immediately after 
the close of the meeting.  
Although not a requirement of the code, it is good practice for the Proper Officer to 
record these declarations in the minutes of the meeting. 

c) The Proper Officer should record interests disclosed at meetings for the first time in 
the register of interests required under section 81 of the Local Government Act 
2000. The register must be available for public inspection at all reasonable hours 
and, following commencement of the 2013 Act, must be made available on the 
council’s website. 

d) The register should be updated as soon as reasonably practicable after each and 
every meeting when new interests are disclosed. 

  It was RESOLVED to subscribe to the new guidelines.  
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7.3 “Use it or lose it” ERDF Investment Scheme: Information received from Mr Gareth 
Rowlands Ceredigion County Council regarding the emerging opportunity of some 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) capital investment money, which may 
be available by Welsh Government in Mid Wales.  
This money is to be targeted at town centre buildings that are redundant or 
underutilised, but with investment could be brought back into commercial use. 
Importantly the sponsor and end use must be identified and have strong links to 
employment creation, preferably targeting the unemployed where possible. ERDF rules 
will apply to the investment, which will exclude expenditure on buildings where the end 
use is predominantly retail or residential. 
Brief details to be submitted by the 15th of June 2015.  Noted for information.  

7.4 Lest we forget: Communities urged to apply for war memorial grant 
Details on how to apply for the Grants for War Memorial Schemes can be found at 
http://cadw.gov.wales/historicenvironment/help-advice-and-
grants/grants/grantsforwarmemorials/?lang=en 
The "Grants for War Memorials" scheme came into effect from April 2014.  

 Further attention will be assigned to this matter on acquisition of the War Memorial 
Garden, Lampeter. 

7.5 Have Your Say- On Community Safety Matters including local fire and policing 
services: Ceredigion County Council Chamber, Penmorfa, Aberaeron 10th June 2015; 7-
9pm: for information.  

7.6 RAY Ceredigion; Funding is secured until the end of December 2015 and RAY 
Ceredigion is waiting to hear about several longer term grant applications.   

 RAY Ceredigion appealed to the Town Council to support the Charity’s petition calling 
for the threat to staff members to be lifted.  It was RESOLVED for individual Cllrs to sign 
the petition, which will be sent to Welsh Government minister Carl Sargeant.   

 RAY Ceredigion is organizing the annual Children and Young People’s Festival which 
takes place on UK National Play Day on Wednesday 5th August 2015 at Aberaeron: for 
information. 

7.7 Request via Town Council’s Website: from a person trying to locate Pound 
Street/Lane or Road: it was RESOLVED to contact Hanes Llambed.  

7.8 One Voice Wales: Area Committee Meeting: Penmorfa, Aberaeron.  Wednesday 
24th June 2015:  the Mayor & Cllr Dorothy Williams will represent the Town Council at 
this Meeting.  

7.9 Lampeter Bowling Club; asking for a letter of support to build a conservatory in front of 
the Bowls Club:  It was RESOLVED to endorse the venture.  

7.10 Honorary Fellows’ Feast and Degree Day 2015: Thursday 9 July & Friday 10 July 
2015.  The Mayor, Deputy-Mayor will represent the Town Council at these events.  

7.11 One Voice Wales: notification of training sessions: for information.  
7.12 One Voice Wales Larger Councils Conference; 8 July 2015 – Hafod & Hendre Royal 

Welsh Showground: for information.   
7.13 One Voice Wales: enclosed, a questionnaire, to follow the survey carried out in 2012, which 

proved valuable in identifying the extent and use of IT and the Internet by Community Councils 
across Wales. The results had a key role in gaining support from the Welsh Assembly to 

provide £385,000 of grant funding. https://www.research.net/s/OneVoiceWales2015 
One Voice Wales wishes to evaluate the progress, which has been made in the past three 
years and the impact of the grant on the council sector.  To be completed by the 19th June.  
Cllr Rob Phillips agreed to complete the form on behalf of the Town Council.   

https://www.research.net/s/OneVoiceWales2015
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7.14 Resource Efficient Wales: Advice and Information on energy, waste and water.  Resource 
Efficient Wales is a single point of contact to help people and organisations to save on energy 
and water and to reduce and re-use waste. For Information.  

7.15 Public Health (Wales) Bill – Provision of toilets available for use by the public 
The Public Health (Wales) Bill has been introduced to the National Assembly for Wales by the 
Minister for Health and Social Services. The Bill seeks to bring together a series of practical 
actions in specific areas, in order to have a positive impact on health and well-being. The Bill 
follows last year’s Public Health White Paper consultation: 
http://gov.wales/consultations/healthsocialcare/white-paper/?lang=en 

7.16 Rural Wales Magazine: Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales: for information. 
7.17 Other Correspondence: For Information Only. 
8. PLANNING MATTERS  

8.1 Ceredigion County Council: Development Control Committee. Minutes of the last 
Meeting and Agenda of the next Meeting. 

 
9. FINANCE  
 9.1 PAYMENTS 

9.1.1 Hire of St Peter’s Hall for the Town Council meeting 11.05.2015; £19.00 
9.1.2 Mayor’s Installation Dinner 1 May 2015: Net Amount: £1.223.28; VAT £244.66.  

The Mayor will pay the Net amount from the Mayor’s Allowance.  The Town 
Council will reclaim the VAT.  

9.1.3 Hire of Old Hall, Mayor’s Installation Ceremony: 1 May: University of Wales 
Trinity Saint David £120.00. 

9.1.4 Simultaneous Translation: Mayor’s Installation Ceremony: Mrs Carol Thomas 
£50.00. 

9.1.5 Clerk’s Salary: May 2015 £699.59; HMRC £55.10. 
9.2 FINANCIAL REQUESTS 

9.2.1 Theatr Troedyrhiw: it was RESOLVED to find out further information about this 
not-for-profit company before deciding whether to make a financial contribution.  
Awaiting a reply. 

9.2.2 Aelwyd & Adran yr Urdd, Lampeter: seeking financial help for pupils who 
participated at the Urdd National Eisteddfod at Caerphilly at the end of May.  It 
was RESOLVED to contribute £300. 

 9.3 THANK YOU LETTER 
9.3.1 Lampeter Food Festival for the recent donation of £1,500. 

Saturday 25th July 2015 on the Lampeter campus of the University of Wales, 
Trinity Saint David. A letter of support was forwarded to the Lampeter Food 
Festival Committee in its quest for grant-funding via Ceredigion County Council’s 
Community Grant Scheme.  The Town Council will have a presence at the Food 
Festival.  Cllr Elsie Dafis will take responsibility for organizing the Town Council’s 
Stall.  

 9.4 PARC-Y-FELIN PLAY AREA – BALCHDER PENTREFI GRANT 
It had been agreed that the Town Council would pay an annual Pepper corn rent of £1 
concerning the renovated area, to Tai Ceredigion.  Cllr Elsie Dafis will assign further 
attention to the matter.   

 9.5 INTERNAL AUDIT OF THE TOWN COUNCIL-FINANCIAL YEAR 2014-15 
  The Internal Audit is presently being undertaken by Mr Richard Matthers.  
 9.6 AUTHORISED SIGNATORIES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
  These will be updated to include the Mayor, Deputy-Mayor and Clerk.  
 
 

http://gov.wales/consultations/healthsocialcare/white-paper/?lang=en
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10. SUB-COMMITTEES  
 10.1 PARC-YR-ORSEDD 

10.1.1 The park inspection took place in June 2014 by RoSPA Play Safety for a fee of 
£65 +VAT.  The Report was circulated.  Attention is now being assigned to the 
matters, which need attention.  Parc-yr-Orsedd has been included within the 
Play-Areas to be inspected by RoSPA during the summer of 2015.   

10.1.2 Mosaics: Mayor Cllr Chris Thomas will contact Mr Steve Edwardes to make 
arrangements to remove the mosaics positioned within the Park.  

10.1.3 It was RESOLVED to compile an itemized list of the work, which needs to be 
undertaken at Parc-yr-Orsedd and associated costs.  Reference was drawn to 
the Castle; the bark needs to be refreshed and the steps repaired.  New wooden 
animals are required. The gate is in need of a new spring.  (Cllr Mayor 
Christopher Thomas and Cllr Dorothy Williams).   

10.1.4 AEZ Sign: 2 new signs are required at Parc-yr-Orsedd. To contact the Police. 
10.2 MAESYDERI FIELD MANANGEMENT COMMITTEE 

10.2.1 The next meeting will take place on Thursday 25th June at the St Peter’s Church 
Hall at 6.30pm. 

10.2.2 Regarding the £301, which remains in the Field Account, as administered by Mr 
D Conti, it was RESOLVED to forward this money to Bro Pedr School in aid of a 
Bike Track, which is in the process of construction by Young People.   
No Developments. 

  10.2.3 It was reported that the fence had been damaged.  
 10.3 FOOTPATHS’ - No report.  
 10.4 PAVEMENTS’  

10.4.1 The pavement situated between the Spar and Gwilym Price Stores came under 
discussion once again.  Also, the pavement in close proximity to the Indian 
Restaurant (tarmac on the edge).  

 10.5 WELSH LANGUAGE 
A simultaneous translator was present viz Mrs Carol Thomas, for the first time at 
this Town Council Monthly Meeting.  Members had the opportunity to express 
themselves in Welsh or English.  

11. AOB 
11.1 It was RESOLVED to congratulate Ceredigion County Council on merging the 

Library and the County Council District Office, at Lampeter.  Members were pleased 
that it had been possible to retain the Library and to make its future more secure.  In 
their opinion, the new complex was an improvement on the former arrangement and the 
merge of both services within the same building meant that it was a much more 
sustainable facility.  A Registrar’s service is available every Wednesday.   The work had 
been funded by a grant from CyMAL.  

11.2 Police Helicopter: Cllr D. Williams enquired whether it would be possible to contact the 
Police Commissioner to find out whether the Police Helicopter service could be kept.  

11.3 Windows of Bus-Shelters:  It was RESOLVED to contact the Window Cleaner to 
establish the frequency of the cleaning of the 4 bus shelters.  Under the current 
arrangement, the bus-shelters are scheduled to be cleaned every 2 months.  

11.4 It was RESOLVED to contact Tai Ceredigion to ask if it is possible to replace a swing at 
the Parc-y-Felin Play Area and to tidy the area.  

 The meeting ended at 9.00pm. 
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 

12.1 THURSDAY 25TH JUNE @6.30PM LAMPETER CHURCH HALL- MAESYDERI FIELD 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE. 

 12.2 THURSDAY 25th JUNE @ 7.30PM LAMPETER CHURCH HALL   
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(signed/date) 


