
  
      MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING, WHICH WAS HELD ON THURSDAY 

 27 AUGUST 2015 AT 7.30PM AT THE CHURCH HALL, LAMPETER 

PRAYERS: Members were invited to participate  

                    in prayer before the start of the meeting. 
                                Cllr Dorothy Williams led members in prayer. 
 

1. CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME 

The Chairman, Cllr. Mayor Christopher Thomas extended a warm welcome to 

all present.   
 

2. PRESENT: Cllr Mayor Christopher Thomas (Chairperson);  

Deputy-Mayor Cllr Dave Smith; Cllr John Davies; Cllr Elsie Dafis;  
Town & County Cllr Hag Harris; Cllr Ann Morgan, 

Cllr Kistiah Ramaya, Cllr Selwyn Walters & Cllr Dorothy Williams.  
 Representatives of the Police : PCSO Ryan Jones; Adam Thomas. 

Member of the Public: Mr Chris Studman. 

 Reporter representing the Carmarthen Journal: Mr Guto Llewelyn 
 Reported representing the Cambrian News: Mr Chris Bettley 

 Reporter representing the Clonc-Papur Bro: Mr Dylan Lewis 
 Simultaneous Translator: Mrs Carol Thomas.  

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Andrew Carter;  

Cllr Rob Phillips and Cllr Derek Wilson.  
 

3. POLICE MATTERS 

 Members were informed of the following matters: 
3.1 Thieves have stolen wine and champagne from a building at the 

University of Wales, Trinity Saint David, Lampeter. 
3.2 Day of the Lampeter Show: the main road leading to the show ground 

had been wet and a hazard. 
3.3 Anti-social behavior within the town has decreased when compared 

to the previous year.  
3.4 A spate of drinking on the streets of the town is presently taking 

place for example back streets, behind the Sainsbury’s car-park and 
Parc-yr-Orsedd.   

3.5 Dog Faeces appears on the streets of the town.  It is possible for 

the Dog Warden to issue a ticket on the spot if the person responsible 

for the dog is caught. 
3.6 Alcohol Exclusion Zone Signs – Parc-yr-Orsedd: the matter is 

receiving attention.  

 
4. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST- 

4.1 Cllrs David Smith, Dorothy Williams and Hag Harris declared a 

personal interest, when the matter concerning the Christmas Lights at 
Lampeter, was discussed. 

4.2 Cllr Selwyn Walters declared a personal interest when the Planning 

Application in relation to the Lampeter RFC was considered.  
 



5. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES of the Meeting of the 30th July 2015. 

 These were agreed to be a correct record and were signed by the Chair.  

 
6. MATTERS ARISING 

6.1 Christmas Lights Lampeter: A meeting had taken place recently 

between the Mayor, Deputy-Mayor and members of the Chamber of 
Trade concerning the Christmas Lights at Lampeter.  Many of the lights 

are in a state of disrepair.  A letter was subsequently received from Mr 
Gary Thorogood, Chair of the Lampeter Chamber.  There had been 2 

options, 1) those lights which were unserviceable to be scrapped and 
replaced by new or 2) those in the poorest condition to be returned to 
the manufacturers for repair.   

 The Chamber of Trade spends approximately £500 per year repairing 
the existing lights.  To replace all lights an expenditure of 

approximately £30,000 would be necessary.  While the Chamber of 
Trade organizes a dinner and raffle each year to help raise money for 
the repairs to the lights it was asked whether the Town Council would 

be prepared to make an annual contribution of £2,000 to begin a rolling 
programme of light refurbishment.  Chamber members would continue 

to give their time and energy to make sure that Lampeter looked its 
best during the Christmas period.   

 Some Councillors said that, rather than a fixed sum, the Town Council 

would be willing to donate what is needed each year, when a survey of 
the lights’ condition is carried out.  

 Councillors agreed in principle to look at covering the costs , as they 
believed that the Christmas Display was an asset for the town for two 
months of the year.  Talks between the Town Council and the Chamber 

of Trade, will continue.  
6.2 Notice of Bye-Election: Casual Vacancies Lampeter Town 

Council:Public Notices from CCC in connection with the filling of the 3 
vacancies, to be displayed in the area of the Town Council.  An 
election is to be held of three Councillors for the Ward of Lampeter.  

Nomination papers may be delivered to Neuadd Cyngor Ceredigion, 
Penmorfa, Aberaeron no later than 12 Noon on the 11th of September 

2015.  
 RESOLVED: to display the notices in the vicinity. 
6.3 Planters at the entrances to the town: the Mayor Cllr Chris Thomas 

is making enquiries in relation to the prices of containers for the 
planters. 

6.4 DECLARING AN INTEREST AT MEETINGS: GUIDELINES 
It was RESOLVED in a previous meeting to collate a Register of 

Councillors’ Interests for submission onto the Town Council’s website.  

Interests will be declared, once only, on the website.  Updating the 
Register will be an ongoing process.  In addition, Councillors will 

declare their interests at monthly meetings, for inclusion within the 
Minutes.  
Legal Briefing: NALC July 2015: The Local Government 

(Democracy) Wales Act 2013 (Wales only) 
Sections 55-58 of the Local Government (Democracy) Wales Act 2013 

(“The 2013 Act) came in to force on the 1 May 2015.  They contain new 



duties for Town and Community Councils to publish information online.  
The Briefing considered the following duties: 
1. S.55 – Duty to publish information on Community/Town 

Council Websites 

S.55 (1) (a) of the 2013 Act requires a community council to make 

available electronically information on how to contact it and, if 
different, its clerk including 1) a telephone number 2) a postal 

address 3) an email address 
S.55 (1) (b) requires a community/town council to make 

available electronically information about each of its members, 
including,  

1) the member’s name 11) how the member may be contacted 111) 

the member’s affiliation (if any) IV) the Ward, which the member 
represents (where relevant) v) any office of the council held by the 

member v1) any committee of the council to which the member 
belongs 
One Councillor was not in favour of allowing her telephone number 

to be available within the public domain.   
Paragraph 12 of the guidance confirms that it is not obligatory for 

individual members to have e-mail addresses although members’ 
names and contact details must be available online. 
S.56- Requirement to give public notice of meetings 

electronically 

S.56 of the 2013 Act amends s.232 of the Local Government Act 

1972 (“The 1972 Act”) to insert an additional requirement for public 
notices given by a community/town council to be published 
electronically.  This must be done three clear days before the 

meeting.  
S.57 Requirements relating to meeting notice and agendas 

S.57 of the 2013 Act amends Schedule 12 to the 1972 Act to 
include a requirement to publish electronically, so far as is 
reasonably practicable, any documents relating to the business to 

be transacted at the meeting.  This requirement does not apply 
where the documents relate to business which, in the opinion of the 

Council, is likely to be transacted in private or where the disclosure 
of such documents would be contrary to any other legislation.  
S.58 – Requirements relating to the registration of members’ 

interests 

S.58 amends s.81 of the Local Government Act 2000 and requires 

community/town councils to maintain and publish an electronic 
register of members’ financial and other interests as specified in the 
model code of conduct.  This is in addition to the requirement for 

the register to be available for inspection at council offices at all 
reasonable hours.  

S.58 (7A) of the 2013 Act transfers responsibility for establishing 
and maintaining the register of interests from the principal 
authority’s monitoring officer to the proper officer of each 

community council. 
 

 



6.5 Maes-y-Felin Play Area- Tai Ceredigion  

 Members of the Town Council had met Mr Llyr Edwards,  Tai 

Ceredigion to glean further information concerning the possible transfer 
of the Play-Area from Tai Ceredigion to the Town Council.  The Town 

Council could either lease or buy the Play-Area from its present 
landlord.  Should the latter option be pursued, members felt that a 
nominal fee should be imposed.  A recent ROSPA Play-Inspection 

Report highlighted certain weaknesses in relation to the present play-
apparatus. Cllrs voted in favour of continuing talks and called for 

specific figures on how much the maintenance and upkeep of the site 
would cost the Town Council.  The park is currently funded by Tai 
Ceredigion residents in Maesyfelin.  The possibility of setting up a 

partnership between the Town Council, the Rugby and Football Clubs 
could be an option in the future, should  the takeover go ahead.  

 
6.6 Cleaning of the 4 Bus-Shelters within the town: The agreement set 

in place by the Town Council had been to clean the 4 bus-shelters, 

within the town, every two months.  The bus-shelters will be cleaned 
once a month, for many future months, to compensate for months 

when cleaning had not taken place.  The person undertaking the work 
has been requested to clean the roof of each bus-shelter.  

 
6.7 Servicing of the Paper Skip situated on the Rookery: It was 

reported that there was not an arrangement in place to empty the skip 

but rather it was serviced on an ad-hoc basis.  Cllr David Smith will 
contact LAS Recycling to find out more information.  Members of the 
public are able to contact CCC directly on 01545 572 572 should they 

wish to resolve the matter at certain intervals.  
 
7. CORRESPONDENCE 

7.1 Budget Challenge: Ceredigion County Council is facing severe budget 

cuts and a reduction of £25m in its expenditure is necessary over the 

next 3 years.  A £10m decrease is required in the 2016-17 Financial 
Year.  Between the 24th August and the 5th October CCC is 

encouraging people who live in the County to take part in the “Budget 
Challenge” exercise and have their say by using the online budget 
simulator.  The public’s feedback will aid County Cllrs when they seek 

to set next year’s budget.     
 If individuals do not have access to the internet or would like 

assistance to take part in the challenge they can call into one of the 
county’s libraries for advice.  Face to face promotion will take place on 
Wednesday 23 September 2015 (10am-12Noon) outside the Co-op 

Supermarket, Lampeter and outside the previous Town Hall, Lampeter 
(1pm-3pm). 

 For more information or to take part in the Budget Challenge 
please visit  

 www.ceredigion.gov.uk/consultation  

 or E-mail: pressoffice@ceredigion.gov.uk 
 Phone: 01545 572 003 

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/consultation
mailto:pressoffice@ceredigion.gov.uk


 Post: Press Office, Ceredigion County Council, Penmorfa, 
Aberaeron, SA46 0PA 

7.2 Communication from the Volunteering Officer, CAVO,  Lampeter 

asking whether the Town Council would be interested in enlisting the 

services of a volunteer to undertake maintenance work on property, 
which is presently the responsibility of the Town Council.  It was 
RESOLVED to seek further advice from One Voice Wales before 

making a decision.   
7.3 Invitation to the first Ceredigion Voices for Equality meeting.  

Ceredigion County Council is working closely with Dyfed Powys Police 
to launch a forum to support engagement and work involved with 
Equalities.  Canolfan Rheidol between 4.00pm-6.00pm on Tuesday 

15th September.   
7.4 Future of Parks and their positive impact on Wellbeing 

 Seminar as arranged by the Wales Audit Office-The Good Practice 
Exchange 9am-1.00pm 6 October 2015, Wales Audit Office, Cardiff. 

7.5 Email via Town Council’s website asking which solicitors took over 

the Philip Davies practice.  It was RESOLVED to refer the enquirer to 

the Arnold Davies Vincent Evans Solicitors , 33 High Street, Lampeter.  
7.6 Ageing Well in Ceredigion Delivery Plan, which has been prepared 

to help identify current work and future opportunities to help meet the 
needs of the 50+ age group in Ceredigion and views are welcomed by 

the 18th September 2015. 

7.7 Older People’s Commissioner for Wales: In November last year the 

Commissioner  published a report titled  'A Place to Call Home', the 

findings of a year-long Review into the quality of life and care of older 
people living in care homes in Wales.  Whilst  examples of outstanding 
care and support was provided across Wales, and older people living in 

homes that truly lived up to the meaning of the word home, the 
Commissioner found that the quality of life for too many older people 

living in care homes was unacceptable.  

As part of the Review report, the Commissioner  also published a 
series of Requirements for Action that outlined the action  expected to 
be implemented  by the bodies subject to the Review to ensure that the 

best care and support becomes the standard for Wales. All of these 
bodies responded, detailing the action they would take to deliver the 

outcomes the Review highlighted.  

A full analysis of each body's response to the Requirements for Action 
is also available from the website - 

http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/en/reviews/residential_care_review/
Response_Register.aspx 

The majority of the statutory bodies subject to the Review have 
provided the Commissioner with the level of assurance, that change 

will be delivered to meet the intended outcomes, clearly outlining the 
action they will take to improve the quality of life of older people living 

in care homes in Wales.  

http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/en/reviews/residential_care_review/Response_Register.aspx
http://www.olderpeoplewales.com/en/reviews/residential_care_review/Response_Register.aspx


7.8 One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting: Nine motions put forward 

for consideration at the One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting on 

Saturday 3rd October 2015. 

7.9 Notice of Road Closure CCC: No through access for emergency 

services.  Road No: C1023.  Location; Plot 1 Nantymead Farm, Llanfair 

Road, Lampeter.  From 8am 27.08.15 to 17.00 28.08.15.  Works: 
Repairs to water service.  Applicant: Welsh Water.  Reason: To ensure 

public safety. 

7.10 Communication from Leighton Andrews AM, Minister for Public 

Services drawing attention to the consultation, which was launched on 
the 17th August 2015 on the Welsh Government’s Draft Directions to 

the Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Wales.  The Draft 
Directions are  based on the Welsh Government’s preferred 

configuration for the future of local authorities in Wales which were 
published in June and contain both options for North Wales.  The 
consultation document, which sits alongside the Draft Directions 

explains some of the background context and poses some questions 
on which comments are welcomed.  The consultation will remain open 

for 12 weeks, closing at midnight on the 9th November.   

7.11 Other Correspondence: For Information Only.  

 
8. PLANNING MATTERS  

 
8.1 Application Number: A150543: Proposal: Revised car parking 

arrangements for new apartments.  Location: New apartments, Land at 
Cwrt Dulas, Mill Street, Lampeter.   
Town Council’s Comments: No Objections.  

8.2 Application Number: A150493: Proposal: Replacement of rear 

UPVC framed windows with new double glazed timber framed 

windows.  Location: Black Lion Royal Hotel, High Street, Lampeter. 
Town Council’s Comments: No Objections. 

8.3 Application Number: A150471: Proposal: Building of 118 seating 

stand and associated works.  Location: Lampeter RFC, North Road, 
Lampeter. 

8.4 Ceredigion County Council: Development Control Committee. 

Minutes of the last Meeting and Agenda of the next Meeting. 
8.5 Free Planning Training Workshop: With funding from Welsh 

Government and the support of Ceredigion County Council, Planning 
Aid Wales is running a free planning training workshop for Community 

and Town Councillors on the 7th September 2015 at Canolfan Rheidol, 
Aberystwyth.  Cllr Ann Morgan & the Clerk will represent the Town 
Council at this meeting.   

 
9. FINANCE  

 9.1 PAYMENTS 
9.1.1 Hire of St Peter’s Hall for the Town Council meeting 

27.08.2015; £23.75. 



9.1.2 G.Williams: Grass Cutting at Maesyderi Field £100; VAT 

£20.00. 
 

9.2 FINANCIAL REQUESTS 

9.2.1 Shelter Cymru : It was RESOLVED to donate £50.00. 
9.2.2 Lampeter World Sacred Music Festival: It was RESOLVED to 

donate 200.00. 
 9.3 THANK YOU LETTERS/E-MAILS 

9.3.1 Eisteddfod Gŵyl Y Banc Committee- thanking the Town 

Council for the contribution of £1,000 and an invitation for the 
Mayor to attend the Eisteddfod on Bank Holiday Monday when 

the Ceremony of the Chair will take place.  
9.3.2 Lampeter Food Festival: e-mail from Elin Jones, Chair of the 

Lampeter Food Festival for the donation of £1,500.  
9.4 Local Councils in Wales: Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 

March 2015- Lampeter Town Council: Notification of Conclusion of 

Audit.  The Notice, allowing local electors the opportunity to view the 
accounts will be displayed on the Town Council’s notice-board.   

 Issues Arising Report for Lampeter Town Council Audit for the 

Year Ended 31 March 2015:  it will be necessary to address the issues 

raised by the Internal Auditor before the end of the present financial 

year.  
Cost Of External Audit £295.00 VAT £59.00 TOTAL £354.00  

 9.5 PARC-Y-FELIN PLAY AREA – BALCHDER PENTREFI GRANT 

It had been agreed that the Town Council would pay an annual Pepper 
corn rent of £1 concerning the renovated area, to Tai Ceredigion.  Cllr 
Elsie Dafis will assign further attention to the matter.   

 
10. SUB-COMMITTEES  

 10.1 PARC-YR-ORSEDD 
10.1.1 The park inspection took place on the 2 July 2015 by RoSPA 

Play Safety for a fee of £65 +VAT.  The Report was circulated.  

Attention is now being assigned to the matters, which need 
attention.    

10.1.2 Mosaics: Mayor Cllr Chris Thomas has contacted Mr Steve 

Edwardes to make arrangements to remove the mosaics 
positioned within the Park.  The steps of the castle and certain 

posts have been repaired.  
10.1.3 AEZ Sign: 2 new signs are required at Parc-yr-Orsedd.  

Highways Dept, CCC has been contacted.  No response to date. 
Cllr Harris agreed to make further enquiries.  

10.1.4 No Smoking Sign: is on display. 

10.1.5 Broken bottles have been visible within the park.  Cllr Dorothy 

Williams was thanked for collecting litter strewn on the park. 
 

10.2 MAESYDERI FIELD MANANGEMENT COMMITTEE 
10.2.1 Royal Society For the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA): 

Play Area Safety Inspection Report as undertaken on the 3rd 
July 2015.  Attention will be assigned to the matters, which need 

attention. 



10.2.2 Regarding the £301, which remains in the Field Account, as 
administered by Mr D Conti, it was RESOLVED to forward this 

money to Bro Pedr School in aid of a Bike Track, which is in the 
process of construction by Young People.  No Developments.  

 
 10.3 FOOTPATHS’ – one cut has been undertaken.  
 

 10.4 PAVEMENTS’  
10.4.1 The pavement situated between the Spar and Gwilym Price 

Stores came under discussion once again. 
10.4.2 Tarmacked area outside Briwsion and the Indian Restaurant – 

is in need of improvement.  To remind Ceredigion County 

Council. 
10.4.3 CCC: cleaning of the pavements within the Town Centre have 

recently been undertaken.  
11. AOB 

11.1  Defective Lights: Outside Castle and Oh My Cod-Fish and Chips 

Shop- to report to CCC. 
11.2 Cllr Ann Morgan enquired whether the Town Council could ask the 

Sainsbury’s Supermarket to stock more Welsh produce.  She was 
advised to contact the Customer Care Line. 

11.3 Cllr Elsie Dafis expressed concern in relation to the hike in parking 

charges at the Rookery and Cwmins car-parks, without prior notice.  
The cost of all-day parking has more than doubled over the past year in 

both car-parks; it costs £2.40 to park for an entire day.  Cllrs believed 
that the rapid rise in the price of parking had harmed businesses 
because people were being deterred from driving to the town.  

 
 The meeting ended at 9.10pm. 

 
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

12.1 THURSDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER @7.30PM LAMPETER CHURCH 

HALL 
 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(signed/date) 


