
 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 
THURSDAY 24 SEPETEMBER 2015 AT 7.30PM 
SAINT PETER’S CHURCH HALL, LAMPETER 

 
    PRAYERS 

Members were invited to participate in prayer before the start of 
the meeting. Cllr Kistiah Ramaya led members in prayer. 

 
1. CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME 

The Chairman, Deputy-Mayor Cllr David Smith extended a warm welcome to 
all present.  The Mayor, Cllr Christopher Thomas and Mayoress Janet 
Thomas were attending the Radio Ceredigion’s, Local Hero Awards at 
Aberystwyth. 
 

2. DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
Three new members were welcomed to the Town Council, as a result of an 
uncontested election, namely Elin Tracey Jones, Rhys Bebb Jones and 
Thomas Adrian Kendon.  Each Councillor completed the  
Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  
 

3. PRESENT   
Deputy-Mayor Cllr Dave Smith (Chairperson);  Cllr Elsie Dafis;  
Town & County Cllr Hag Harris; Cllr Elin Jones; Cllr Rhys Jones;  
Cllr Adrian Kendon; Cllr Rob Phillips; Cllr Kistiah Ramaya,  
Cllr Selwyn Walters, Cllr Dorothy Williams & Cllr Derek Wilson.  

 
Members of the Public: Mr Chris Studman; Tracy O’Bradey.  

 Reporter representing the Carmarthen Journal: Mr Guto Llewelyn 
 Reported representing the Cambrian News: Mr Chris Bettley 
 Simultaneous Translator: Mrs Carol Thomas.  
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Andrew Carter, 
Cllr John Davies, Cllr Ann Morgan, Mayor Cllr. Christopher Thomas,  
Anne Sweeting, Principal Youth Officer, Ceredigion County Council - it is 
hoped to reschedule the Presentation appertaining to the Lampeter Youth 
Club, to the next meeting.   



4. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 
4.1 Cllrs Hag Harris, David Smith & Dorothy Williams declared a 

personal interest, when the matter concerning the Christmas Lights at 
Lampeter, was discussed. (Minute Ref: 6.1) 

4.2 Cllrs Rhys Jones and Rob Phillips declared a personal interest when 
the request for financial assistance, as received from the Lampeter 
Round Table, was considered. (Minute Ref: 9.2.1) 

 
5. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES of the Meeting of the 27th August 

2015. 
 These were agreed to be a correct record and were signed by the Chair, apart 

from the following amendment:  
 Minute 8.3: Application Number: A150471: Proposal: Building of 118 

seating stand and associated works.  Location: Lampeter RFC, North Road, 
Lampeter.  The following words should be added, “Town Council’s 
Observations: No Objections”.  

 
6. MATTERS ARISING 

6.1 Christmas Lights Lampeter: During the previous meeting it had been 
asked by the Lampeter Chamber of Trade, whether the Town Council 
would be prepared to make an annual contribution of £2,000 towards 
the Christmas Lights, to begin a rolling programme of light 
refurbishment.  Councillors had agreed in principle, to consider 
covering the costs, as they believed that the Christmas Display was an 
asset for the town, for two months of the year.  Further clarification had 
been sought.  During this meeting, the Expenditure concerning the 
Christmas lights for the past 5 years and further, was received from the 
Lampeter Chamber of Trade viz: 

 2008-09 - £3,079.90 
 2010 - £6,832.34 
 2011 - £94 
 2012 - £1,147.98 
 2013 - £589.74 
 2014 - £303.59 
 These costs had not included the huge amount of volunteer time.   
 It was enquired whether the Town Council could afford to donate 

£2,000 per annum.  It was explained that £128,000 had been held in 
reserve by the Town Council, at the beginning of this financial year; this 
could be attributed to the prudent way in which the Town Council had 
managed its funds in the past and to the significant savings associated 
with the cost of CCTV Cameras, stemming many years. 

 The services of a Private Company could be enlisted to set up the 
Christmas Display.  Estimates in the region of £5,000 had been 
received.  This option could be explored in the future, in light of aging 
volunteers.  Members of the Lampeter Round Table were responsible 
for putting up the Christmas Tree on Harford Square.  

 It was RESOLVED to adhere to good practice and to ask for an 
itemized list of which Christmas lights would be repaired this year, 
which lights would be bought and associated costs. 



 For future years, it was deemed helpful that information regarding the 
amount of funds required to replenish/purchase lights, should be 
submitted to the Town Council, well in advance of the Christmas 
season.   

 
6.2 LAMPETER WAR MEMORIAL GARDEN 

An update concerning the possible transfer of the War Memorial 
Garden from Ceredigion CC to the Town Council, was received from 
Louise Parry, Solicitor CCC, stating that a report (Appendix 1) was 
considered by the Charity Trustee Committee on the 9th September 
2015; after discussion by the Members of the Committee it was 
resolved that to transfer the Trust and land to the Town Council would 
not be in the interests of the Trust and therefore, it should remain with 
the County Council. Once the Minutes of the above meeting were 
published a copy would be forwarded to the Town Council, for 
information.   

 No explanation for the decision had been given and it was RESOLVED 
not to respond to CCC before receiving a copy of the full Minutes of the 
Charity Trustee Committee Meeting.    

 
6.3 PLANTERS AT THE TOWN ENTRANCES: the Mayor Cllr Chris 

Thomas is making enquiries in relation to the prices of containers for 
the planters. 

 
6.4 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS OF CLLRS TO APPEAR ON THE 

TOWN COUNCIL’S WEBSITE 
 Cllrs who had not submitted the relevant details to the Clerk were 

reminded to do so, in order to include the information on the Town 
Council’s website.  

 
6.5 Maes-y-Felin Play Area - Tai Ceredigion regarding the possible 

transfer of the Play-Area to the Town Council   
Cllrs had voted in favour of continued talks with Tai Ceredigion during 
the last meeting and called for specific figures on how much the 
maintenance and upkeep of the site would cost the Town Council.  The 
park is currently funded by Tai Ceredigion Maesyfelin residents.   
A breakdown of annual maintenance costs was received, TOTAL £710 
(ex VAT).  Cllr Chris Thomas would be able to carry out the weekly 
inspection as he is expected to undertake a Park Inspection course 
shortly, thus saving £520 on the estimated  maintenance annual costs.   
 
A recent ROSPA Play-Inspection Report highlighted certain 
weaknesses in relation to the present play-apparatus.  Improvements 
in the region of £350 will be undertaken to the present play-apparatus 
by Tai Ceredigion before a possible transfer.  Other improvements in 
relation to play-equipment, estimated at £370, will not be carried out by 
Tai Ceredigion.  
 
The Town Council could either lease or buy the Play-Area from its 
present landlord.  Should the latter option be pursued, members felt 



that a nominal fee should be imposed.  It is expected that a valuation of 
the play-area will be undertaken shortly.   
It was RESOLVED to await further developments concerning the cost 
of the transfer.  

6.6 Cllr Elsie Dafis had expressed concern during the last meeting in 
relation to the hike in parking charges at the Rookery and Cwmins car-
parks, without prior notice.  The cost of all-day parking had more than 
doubled over the past year in both car-parks; it costs £2.40 to park for 
an entire day.  Cllrs believed that the rapid rise in the price of parking 
had harmed businesses because people were being deterred from 
driving to the town.  It was RESOLVED during this meeting to report 
the matter to the attention of Ceredigion County Council.   

 
6.7 Police Helicopter Service Pembrey Wales: Response received from 

Mr Mark Williams MP stating that he has met with the Chief Constable 
at the Police Headquarters in Carmarthen recently, where he raised the 
Town Council’s concerns and in particular the need for helicopter 
services across the whole of Ceredigion.  He will continue to lobby 
Ministers on this point.  

 
6.8 CAVO had previously asked whether volunteers could be recruited 

by the Town Council to undertake work on Town Council property.  
Advice had been sought from One Voice Wales.  Lampeter Town 
Council would need to adopt a volunteering policy, a volunteer role 
description, a volunteer agreement, identify a named person 
responsible for supporting volunteers, inform the insurance company, 
create an induction training programme, complete a risk assessment 
and comply with Health and Safety Legislation.  It was RESOLVED not 
to respond to CAVO’s offer at present, but enlisting the services of 
volunteers could be considered in the future, should the situation arise.   

 
7. CORRESPONDENCE 

7.1 Gambling Act 2005: Review of Statement of Gambling Policy: One of 
the key functions of each Licensing Authority is to prepare and publish 
a Statement of Gambling Policy, which sets out the basis upon which 
the Authority will make its licence application decisions.  Ceredigion 
County Council’s draft Statement of Policy under the Gambling Act 
2005 may be viewed on the Council’s website, direct link: 
http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/English/Your-
Council/Consultations/Pages/default.aspx.  Closing date for 
observations: Midnight Sunday 18th October 2015. 

7.2 One Voice Wales: Ceredigion Area Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 14th October 2015 at 7pm at the Council Chamber, County 
Hall, Penmorfa, Aberaeron. 

7.3 Welsh Government: Shared Purpose: Shared Future – Draft Statutory 
Guidance For The Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015: 
for information.  

7.4 Ceredigion Equality Consultation Event to be held at Ceredigion 
County Council Offices, Aberystwyth on the 8th October 10.00am-
12.30pm.  For Information.  

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/English/Your-Council/Consultations/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/English/Your-Council/Consultations/Pages/default.aspx


7.5 Communication via the Town Council’s website from a person who 
had damaged his car when travelling down a very narrow lane in 
Lampeter and in a bid to avoid pedestrians, in the environs of North 
Road/College Street.  He was attempting to find a place to park and 
was following a parking sign. He enquired whether it would be possible 
for the Town Council to pay £25 compensation.  It was RESOLVED to 
refer the email to the attention of Ceredigion CC.  

7.6 Other Correspondence: For Information Only.  
 

8. PLANNING MATTERS  
 

8.1 Planning Consultation A150643: Proposal: Demolition of existing 
temporary building and construction of single storey extension to 
existing SEN Facility. Lampeter Comprehensive School, Peterwell 
Terrace:  Town Council’s Comments: No Objections.  

8.2 Lampeter Conservation Area, Notification of Tree Works, Lampeter 
War Memorial, query submitted Cllr Chris Thomas regarding the cutting 
of a horse chestnut tree near the War Memorial.  The Memorial is 
located within the boundary of the conservation area and an application 
form should  be completed prior to undertaking tree works.  Cllr 
Thomas will complete the form shortly and submit to Ceredigion CC. 

8.3 Planning Aid Wales Community Engagement in Planning.  Cllr Ann 
Morgan and the Clerk had attended the Planning Training Workshop of 
Monday 7th September 2015 at Cwm Rheidol, Aberystwyth.  It was 
stated that there are significant changes ahead for the planning system 
in Wales.  The Welsh Government is introducing a new Planning Act 
for Wales to bring planning processes and procedures up to date.  
More information is available from: 
http://gov.wales/topics/planning/legislation/planningbill-old/ 

 “Planning” manages development and the use of land in the public 
interest.  The Planning Authority produces the Local Development Plan 
that sets out policies for the use of land and new development over a 
15 year period and provides Supplementary Planning Guidance, which 
gives more detail on elements of policy such as affordable housing or 
design.   

 The Development Management makes decisions on most planning 
applications and monitor and enforce against developments that do not 
have planning permission. 

 The Role of Community and Town Councils  
  Community and Town Councils can: 

 Represent local community interests in planning.  

 Participate in policy development (LDPs and SPG). 

 Comment on planning applications in their area. 

 Work with local communities to identify local priorities.  

 Engage creatively with their communities and their Local 
Planning Authority.   

A comprehensive online resource is available from 
www.planningaidwales.org.uk 
 

 

http://gov.wales/topics/planning/legislation/planningbill-old/
http://www.planningaidwales.org.uk/


Other contact details:  
Planning Bill 
National Assembly Wales 
www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=11271 

      National Planning Policy 
      Welsh Government http:gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/?lang=en 
      Planning Aid Wales 

      www.planningaidwales.org.uk/about-planning/national-planning-policy/ 

      Development Management 
      Planning portal: www.planningportal.gov.uk 
     Contact Planning Aid Wales 
     E-mail; info@planningaidwales.org.uk 
8.4 Ceredigion County Council: Development Control Committee. 

Minutes of the last Meeting and Agenda of the next Meeting. 
 

9. FINANCE  
 9.1 PAYMENTS 

9.1.1 Hire of St Peter’s Hall for the Town Council meeting 
24.09.2015; £23.75. 

9.1.2 Young at Heart hire of Victoria Hall 1.7.15 and 15.7.15 @2 
hours per session @ £9/hr = £36.00. 

9.1.3 DT Eirwyn Williams: Grass Cutting at Parc-yr-Orsedd during 
the 2015 Season £1,286. 

9.1.4 DT Eirwyn Williams: Clearing and Maintenance of Footpaths 
during the 2015 Season £1,330.00 

9.1.5 Clerk’s Pay (net) August 2015 £703.61; Tax £80.87. 
 

9.2 FINANCIAL REQUESTS 
9.2.1 Lampeter Round Table – in aid of this year’s Fireworks’ 

Display:  It was RESOLVED to make a contribution of £300. 
9.2.2 Lampeter Town Darts League; to stage the “Lampeter Town 

Darts Masters”, which was held on Wednesday 23rd September 
2015.  It was RESOLVED to reiterate the previous stance, viz, 
that the Town Council is unable to support commercial events.  

9.2.3 National Shw-mae Shw-mae Day, Thursday 15th October 
2015: communication from Cllr Ann Morgan asking whether the 
Town Council would be prepared to pay £30 towards the cost of 
producing cards/stickers to circulate during the day, to promote 
the Welsh Language. It was RESOLVED to meet this cost.  

9.2.4 Letter from Andrew and Felicity Hunt, Martial Arts Club, 
Black Phoenix Wales asking whether there were grants 
available to fund payment for venues, training equipment etc.  It 
was RESOLVED to refer them to possible venues within the 
town for example Lampeter Leisure Club, Shiloh Chapel Vestry, 
Scouts’ Hall.  The Town Council is unable to assist ventures 
such as this, in the form of grant funding. 
It was asked why correspondence received in the English 
language, during this meeting, (eg Minute Ref:9.2.4), were read 
out, in the Welsh language (in precis form).   

http://www.planningaidwales.org.uk/about-planning/national-planning-
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/


Reference was drawn to the simultaneous translation facility, 
which had been introduced at Town Council meetings in June 
2015; this arrangement allows individuals present, the freedom, 
to express themselves, in the language of their choice, that is 
Welsh or English.  

 9.3 PARC-Y-FELIN PLAY AREA – BALCHDER PENTREFI GRANT 
It had been agreed that the Town Council would pay an annual Pepper 
corn rent of £1 concerning the renovated area, to Tai Ceredigion.  Cllr 
Elsie Dafis will assign further attention to the matter.   
 

10. SUB-COMMITTEES  
 10.1 PARC-YR-ORSEDD 

10.1.1 The park inspection took place on the 2 July 2015 by RoSPA 
Play Safety for a fee of £65 +VAT.  The Report was circulated.  
Attention is now being assigned to the matters, which need 
attention.    

10.1.2 Mosaics: The mosaics positioned within the Park have been 
dismantled.  

10.1.3 Replacement of 2 Alcohol Exclusion Zone Signs at Parc-yr-
Orsedd: response received from Ceredigion CC stating that 
funds preclude the county council from paying for the two 
requested signs during the present financial year.  Nevertheless,  
CCC will supply and install the replacement signs.  It was 
RESOLVED to purchase one sign.   

10.1.4 Funding For Play Areas: An application can be made for grant-
funding from the European Rural Development Fund according 
to information recently received from Ceredigion CC.  RAY 
Ceredigion can offer advice. This could be considered in the 
future.  

10.2 MAESYDERI FIELD MANANGEMENT COMMITTEE 
10.2.1 Royal Society For the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA): 

Play Area Safety Inspection Report as undertaken on the 3rd 
July 2015.  Attention will be assigned to these matters. 

10.2.2 Regarding the £301, which remains in the Field Account, as 
administered by Mr D Conti, it was RESOLVED to forward this 
money to Bro Pedr School in aid of a Bike Track, which is in the 
process of construction by Young People.  No Developments.  

 10.3 FOOTPATHS’ 
10.3.1 The maintenance work has been completed for the Summer of 

2015.  
10.3.2 Footpath which runs through the campus of the University 

of Wales Trinity Saint David Lampeter, leading to Brondeifi.  
Cllr Elsie Dafis stated that there was a sign on the college side 
of the footpath gate declaring, “No Right of Access”.  As this is a 
public footpath it was felt that the sign was misleading.  
Lampeter residents have always walked the footpath and 
members were persuaded that every effort should be made to 
safeguard this right.  It was RESOLVED to seek further 
clarification.  

 



10.4 PAVEMENTS’  
10.4.1 The pavement situated between the Spar and Gwilym Price 

Stores came under discussion once again.It is possible for Town 
Cllrs to report defects to the County Council directly on 01545 
572 572.  

 10.5 Membership of Sub-Committees  
New Cllrs were informed of the present membership of sub-committees 
and asked, which sub-committee/s would appeal to them.  Their 
response will be received in due course.  
Present Membership viz: 

Administration  

 Elsie Dafis 

 John Davies 

 Kistiah 

Ramaya 

 Dorothy 

Williams 

Pavements’ 

 Christopher 

Thomas 

 Elsie Dafis 

 David Smith 

Footpaths’ 

 Andrew 

Carter 

 Hag Harris 

 Ann  

Morgan 

Maesyderi Field  

(Councillors) 

 Elsie Dafis 

 Dave Smith 

 Christopher 

Thomas 

 Derek Wilson 

Welsh Language  

 Rob Phillips 

 Dorothy 

Williams 

 Chris 

Thomas 

 Selwyn 

Walters 

 Ann Morgan 

 

Planning 

 Chris Thomas  

 David Smith 

 Elsie Dafis 

Parc yr Orsedd  

 Andrew 

Carter 

 Chris 

Thomas 

 Dorothy 

Williams 

Maesyderi Field (Co-

opted Members) 

 Hag Harris 

 Ivor Williams 

 Maureen 

Williams 

 Elizabeth James 

11. AOB 
11.1  Bars of the Cycle Stands adjacent to the Royal Oak, Lampeter: it 

was reported that replacement bars were necessary as the previous 
ones were missing.  It was RESOLVED to report the matter to CCC.  

11.2 Cllr Kendon circulated a document in relation to a proposal to 
develop a major Musical Festival in Lampeter.  It was RESOLVED to 
place the matter as an Agenda item for the next meeting.  
 

 The meeting was adjourned at 9.50pm. 
 
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS/EVENTS 

12.1 THURSDAY 29TH OCTOBER @ 6.30pm MAESYDERI FIELD SUB-
COMMITTEE - LAMPETER CHURCH HALL 

12.2 MONTHLY MEETING: THURSDAY 29TH OCTOBER @7.30PM 
LAMPETER CHURCH HALL 

12.3 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE: SUNDAY 8TH NOVEMBER AT 
11AM AT THE LAMPETER WAR MEMORIAL. 

12.4 TWO MINUTES’ SILENCE – HARFORD SQUARE, LAMPETER 
WEDNESDAY 11TH NOVEMBER AT 11AM. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- (signed/date) 


