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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 

THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2015 AT 7.30PM 
SAINT PETER’S CHURCH HALL, LAMPETER 

    PRAYERS 
Members were invited to participate in prayer before the start of 
the meeting. Cllr Andrew Carter led members in prayer. 

1. CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME 
The Chairman, Mayor Cllr Christopher Thomas extended a warm welcome to 
all present.  

2. PRESENT   
 Mayor, Cllr Christopher Thomas; 

Deputy-Mayor Cllr David Smith (Chairperson);  Cllr Andrew Carter;  
Cllr Elsie Dafis; Cllr John Davies; Town & County Cllr Hag Harris;  
Cllr Rhys Jones; Cllr Ann Morgan; Cllr Rob Phillips;   
Cllr Kistiah Ramaya; Cllr Selwyn Walters, Cllr Dorothy Williams.  
Member of the Public:Mr Chris Studman;  

 Simultaneous Translator: Mrs Carol Thomas.  
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Elin Jones, Cllr Derek Wilson 
and Jina Hawkes, Hywel Dda Health Board; it is hoped to reschedule the 
Presentation appertaining to the Joint Care Beds at Hafan-Deg Residential 
Home, to the March Monthly Meeting of the Town Council.   

4. POLICE MATTERS 
4.1 Members thanked the Police for manning the roads during the 

Remembrance Sunday Service of the 8th November by the War 
Memorial and on Harford Square on the 11th November at 11am, when 
2 minutes’ silence was observed.  

5. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 
 The following members declared a personal or prejudicial interest when 

consideration was assigned to the following matters; 
5.1 Christmas Lights at Lampeter: Cllrs Hag Harris, David Smith & 

Dorothy Williams. 
6. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES of the Meeting of the 29th Oct. 2015. 
 These were agreed to be a correct record and were signed by the Chair, apart 

from the following amendment:  
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6.1 Minute 5.4: Proposal to Develop a Major Music Festival in 
Lampeter:  
Cllr Elin Jones; Cllr Adrian Kendon; Cllr Christopher Thomas.  

 It was only Cllr Adrian Kendon who made this Proposal.  Cllr Elin Jones 
and Cllr Christopher Thomas declared an interest due to their 
involvement with the Lampeter Food Festival.   

7. MATTERS ARISING 
7.1 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, LAMPETER: Lampeter Chamber of Trade will 

meet the cost of repairing the Christmas Lights during 2015 (in the 
region of a few hundred pounds).  Further dialogue is expected during 
the New Year between the Chamber of Trade and the Town Council.  

 The service of a Christmas Lights’ Company, based at Llanelli, could 
be enlisted, during future years;  Cllr Christopher Thomas has informed 
the Christmas Lights’ Committee of the Chamber of Trade and the 
Lampeter Round Table.  

 The Chamber of Trade will make an inventory of the Lights, which need 
to be repaired or replaced at the beginning of the New Year and will 
report back to the Town Council in due course.  

7.2 LAMPETER WAR MEMORIAL GARDEN 
The following information was received during the September 
2015 Meeting:  
An update concerning the possible transfer of the War Memorial 
Garden from Ceredigion CC to the Town Council, was received from 
Louise Parry, Solicitor CCC, stating that a report was considered by the 
Charity Trustee Committee on the 9th September 2015; after discussion 
by the Members of the Committee it was resolved that to transfer the 
Trust and land to the Town Council would not be in the interests of the 
Trust and therefore, it should remain with the County Council. Once the 
Minutes of the above meeting were published a copy would be 
forwarded to the Town Council, for information.   

 No explanation for the decision had been given and it was RESOLVED 
not to respond to CCC before receiving a copy of the full Minutes of the 
Charity Trustee Committee Meeting.  (The Draft Minutes, have been 
received)  

 No Developments during this meeting. 
7.3 PLANTERS AT 3 TOWN ENTRANCES:: Cllr Chris Thomas has 

ordered 3 Aluminium Planters’ Containers. 
7.4 MAES-Y-FELIN PLAY AREA - possible transfer of the Play-Area to 

the Town Council from Tai Ceredigion. 
 It was RESOLVED to request a Draft Lease from Tai Ceredigion for 

consideration.  The advice of a Solicitor will then be enlisted.  
The Mayor, Deputy-Mayor and Clerk had attended a Meeting with Mr 
Llyr Edwards, Director,Tai Ceredigion on the 9th November 2015.   
The following questions had been asked:  
1. Will the park be fit for purpose when the Town Council 

takes it over? (i.e. all improvements undertaken to include 
those outlined within the latest ROSPA Park Inspection Report) 
Response: Some improvements will be undertaken and some 
will not (Total of those not undertaken £572). 

2. Will a “Golden-Hello” be awarded? (Response. NO) 
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3. Would it be more of an advantage to own, rather than to 
lease?  
Response: Tai Ceredigion Board of Management has by now, 
agreed to a Long Term Lease (99 years) for £1.00 rent annually, 
with the Town Council assuming responsibility for all 
maintenance, repairs and insurance liabilities.  An opportunity 
could arise in the future for the Town Council to own the Play 
Area.  

4. What is likely to happen to the Play-Area, should the Town 
Council decide not to lease or purchase the Play-Area? 
Response: it could be closed.   

Advice had also been sought from One Voice Wales. (Appendix 1) 
7.5 USE OF THE WELSH LANGUAGE AT TOWN COUNCIL MONTHLY 

MEETINGS 
 The Welsh Language Sub-Committee reported:  

1. Re Communication received by the Town Council:  it will be 
read in the language in which it is written (Welsh or English).  If in 
bilingual form, either language may be used. 

2. During other times within the meeting all Councillors and 
Employees will have the freedom to choose which language they 
wish to use, for example if a question is asked in English, the 
response may be given in either language.   

The Clerk had submitted a request for additional hours’ payment, to 
reflect the changes introduced by the Employer concerning the Welsh 
Language, at Town Council monthly meetings.  The Request has, by 
now, been withdrawn. 

7.6 Organizing a Musical Festival in Lampeter: Cllr Kendon had 
circulated a document for discussion.  Cllr Kendon was asked to 
provide further details-a breakdown of the costs involved, its venue and 
how the Event would be co-ordinated.  No Developments.  

7.7 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE: 8.11.2015 & TWO MINUTES 
SILENCE HARFORD SQUARE 11.11.2015 
It was RESOLVED to thank the Police and Members of the Lampeter 
Round Table for their assistance.  Deputy-Mayor Cllr Smith had acted 
as Marshal at the Remembrance Sunday Service, Cllr John Davies 
delivered the Exhortation and Benedict Webb had assumed the role of 
bugler.Cllr Dorothy Williams thanked Cllr John Davies for organizing 
the Area’s Annual Poppy Collection.  
Communication received from CCC asking the Town Council to report 
on the success of the road closures and the flow of traffic during the 
event. Both events had been successful.   

7.8 Mayor & Cllrs’ Christmas Party: will be held on Wednesday 2nd 
December 2015 at the Victoria Hall, Lampeter.   

8. CORRESPONDENCE 
8.1 The Minister for Public Services has published for consultation a 

Draft Local Government (Wales) Bill which sets out the Welsh 
Government’s detailed proposals for the reform of local government. 
This includes consultation on the Welsh Government’s preference for 
the future “map” of local government in Wales.  
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The consultation documents can be accessed via the Welsh 
Government’s website at Welsh Government | Draft Local Government 
(Wales) Bill and Explanatory Memorandum 

   The closing date for responses is 15 February 2016.   
8.2 Christopher Salmon, Police and Crime Commissioner: asking for help 

towards setting the 2016-17 Council Tax Policing Precept.   
8.3 Community Health Council (CHC) Wales: attempting to recruit 

members.  Patient care is at the heart of the NHS and the CHCs are 
the independent voice of patients and the public in Wales.  For 
Information.  

8.4 Lampeter Chamber of Trade: Christmas Fair: Thursday 10th 
December 2015 from 5-8pm.  The Mayor accepted the invitation to 
start proceedings. 

8.5 Christmas and New Year Waste Collections: Information received 
from CCC.  To Display Poster on the Town Council’s Notice Board.  

8.6 BUSINESS TRANSFORMATION CONSULTATION 
  Communication received from CCC 

CCC is consulting on the Library Service, Council Tax and Grants to 
external organisations. In the future, the Council won’t have enough 
money from Government to do all the things it does now.  Some 
services will stop and some will change.   
There was a major restructure in 2013 and other changes have meant 
that the Council has already saved £20million over the last three 
years.  However, the Council still needs to save a further £25million 
over the next three years, therefore it is continually reviewing the way 
services are delivered in order to be more effective, efficient and fit for 
purpose.  The Council is currently engaged in a business 
transformation programme that is working across all services.  The 
work in reviewing the Ceredigion library service has highlighted some 
options that will enable the Council to build a flexible service that will be 
better placed to cater for the needs of the people of the county that is fit 
for the modern day.   
In order to reduce the level of cuts required to be made by the Council 
consideration is also being given to the level of Council Tax for the next 
financial year (2016-17).  Before a decision is made the Council would 
like to hear the views of residents with regards to a possible Council 
Tax increase for next year. 
In addition to reviewing services and looking at the income streams, 
consideration is being given to the way the Council spends its money 
and it would be helpful to hear the views of people from across the 
County on the amount of grants that is paid to external organisations. 
The matters under review within this consultation represent a means of 
beginning to address the budgetary challenge that the Council faces.  
The business transformation programme is ongoing and the Council 
will be consulting again on further proposals in early 2016. 

The closing date for responses is 5pm on the 4th of January 2016. 

8.7 Response from CCC regarding an increase in car parking charges at 
Lampeter.  The Authority’s fees and charges are reviewed annually by 
Cabinet and as such car park charges are subject to change. Changes to fees 
and charges are made in accordance with a democratic process. 

http://gov.wales/consultations/localgovernment/draft-local-government-(wales)-bill-consultation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/consultations/localgovernment/draft-local-government-(wales)-bill-consultation/?lang=en


5 

 

In noting your comments regarding prices being changed in the Rookery and 
Cwmins car parks without prior notice, notices of the variation in charges were 
advertised in the Cambrian News and Tivyside Advertiser in the 13 May 2015 
edition. Additionally, physical notices were placed in a visible location in each 
car park on 14 May 2015, prior to the implementation of the new charges on 5 
June 2015. Notices were erected in accordance with procedural regulations. 

8.8 Rural Wales: Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales: Autumn 2015: for 
information.  

8.9 “Gwlad” Circular: November/December 2015: for information. 
8.10 Deputy-Mayor Cllr David Smith congratulated Cllr Elsie Dafis on the recent 

letter, which she had submitted to the Cambrian News.  
8.11 Other Correspondence: For Information Only.  
9. PLANNING MATTERS  

9.1 Application Number: A150864: Proposal: Proposed upgrade to 
existing telecoms site and associated works.  Location: Barley Mow, 
Lampeter.  Town Council’s Observations: No Objections (close 
proximity to a school; mast same size as previous).  

9.2 Ceredigion County Council: Development Control Committee. 
Minutes of the last Meeting and Agenda of the next Meeting. 

10. Request to upgrade the Town Council’s  IT Equipment:   
The Clerk requested an upgrade in relation to the present IT Provision, in light 
of past problems and anticipated future problems.  The Town Council’s IT 
System comprises a Toshiba Laptop acquired nearly 4 years ago, a black 
non-wireless printer and a BT Home Hub 3.   
RESOLVED: Cllr Rob Phillips to make enquires concerning new equipment.  
Other Town Councils could be contacted to find out their IT arrangements.   
IT training could also be incorporated in the future for Councillors and 
Employees.   
As a result of the Welsh Government’s statutory guidance the council decided 
to provide official e-mail addresses for all councillors using the lampeter-
tc.gov.uk domain name. This would reduce the risk of spam or phishing e-
mails or identity theft by removing councillors personal e-mail addresses from 
the website.  

11. FINANCE  
 11.1 PAYMENTS 

11.1.1 Hire of St Peter’s Hall for the Town Council meeting 
26.11.2015; £29.00. 

11.1.2 Carol Thomas, Simultaneous Translator £105 (meeting 
29.10.2015 x 3hours) 

11.1.3 Clerk’s Pay (net) November 2015 £703.61; Tax £80.87. 
11.1.4 Repair of Mayor’s Gown: Helana Gregson, Stitches, £215.40 
11.1.5 Watering Costs Plants CCC £5,040.00 
11.1.6 Simultaneous Translator Meeting 26.11.15 £70.00 
11.1.7 Compass Stationery £107.64 

 11.2 RECEIPTS:  
11.2.1 Bank Interest: The Lloyds Bank Bond of £90,000 matured on 

the 9th November 2015, accumulating interest of £900.  It has 
presently been transferred to the Current A/c. It was 
RESOLVED to decide on a future investment plan for the 
£90,000 at the Budget Meeting of the Town Council of the 
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14/01/2016.  In the interim it would be enquired whether the 
capital could be kept in an account which offered some interest.  

11.3 FINANCIAL REQUESTS 
11.3.1 Lampeter Agricultural Show: £500. 

 
12. SUB-COMMITTEES  
 12.1 PARC-YR-ORSEDD 

12.1.1 The park inspection took place on the 2 July 2015 by RoSPA 
Play Safety for a fee of £65 +VAT.  The Report was circulated.  
Attention is now being assigned to the matters, which need 
attention.   

12.1.2 A commemorative tree will shortly be planted in the park.  
12.2 MAESYDERI FIELD MANANGEMENT COMMITTEE 

12.2.1 Royal Society For the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA): 
Play Area Safety Inspection Report as undertaken on the 3rd 
July 2015.  Attention will be assigned to these matters. 

12.2.2 Regarding the £301, which remains in the Field Account, as 
administered by Mr D Conti, it was RESOLVED to forward this 
money to Bro Pedr School in aid of a Bike Track, which is in the 
process of construction by Young People.  No Developments.  

 12.3 PAVEMENTS’ 
  Problems exist: 
  12.3.1 On College Street outside the Post-Box.  
  12.3.2 Outside Boots the Chemist.  
 12.3.3 Concerns have been expressed in relation to the Zebra 

Crossing at College Street.  
12.3.4 Weeds prove a problem in the environs of Bridge Street; many 

businesses were forced to clean the area outside their premises.  
RESOLVED to report the above matters to the attention of CCC.  

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS   
13.1 Many motorists travel at high speed within New Street.  It was 

RESOLVED to report the matter to the attention of the Police.  
13.2 Many inhabitants of New Street encounter difficulty when attempting 

to exit their drives, due to parking issues.  To report the matter to the 
attention of the Police.  

13.3 Cllr Elsie Dafis reported that she had recently attended a Driving 
Communities CCC Meeting at Aberaeron, which encompassed parking 
issues.  

13.4 The Roll of Honour Board was discussed.  It is presently in storage 
but could be displayed in the future.  It is in need of updating. 
Transition Llambed will be approached to establish the feasibility of 
displaying the Board within the Victoria Hall.  

 The meeting was adjourned at 9.25pm. 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS/EVENTS 

14.1 Mayor & Cllrs’ Tea: 2.12.2015 @1.30pm at the Victoria Hall, 
Lampeter.  

14.2 Budget Meeting: Thursday 14th January 2016 @7.30pm 
14.3 Monthly Meeting: Thursday 28th January 2016 @7.30pm at St 

Peter’s Church Hall.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(signed/date) 


