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          LAMPETER TOWN COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING  

OF THE 27.02.2014  
WHICH WAS HELD AT THE CHURCH HALL 

LAMPETER 
 

Discussion: The future Merging of Local Authorities in Wales 
 

Before the start of the main meeting, from 7-7.30pm members were offered the 
opportunity to discuss the future merging of Local Authorities in Wales and the 
implications for Lampeter.   
 
Present for the Discussion: Chairperson- Cllr Mayor Dorothy Williams, 
Deputy-Mayor Cllr Elsie Dafis, Cllr Rob Phillips, Cllr David Smith, Cllr Selwyn Walters 
& Cllr Greg Evans (who arrived at 7.15pm) 

The Williams’ Commission states that a series of mergers should be carried out.  
Councils in Wales should merge leaving 10, 11 or 12 Local Authorities rather than the 
current 22, a report has recommended.  The re-organisation suggests reducing 
Council numbers by mergers using existing boundaries. 

Opposition AMs have said that they are concerned about the potential costs and loss 
of local identity in some areas. 

The report, by former NHS Wales Chief Executive Paul Williams, considers how 
many areas of public services can be improved and made more accountable. 

The Williams’ Commission has said that discussions about how to proceed with the 
merger should begin by Easter 2014.  

The options for Ceredigion include the merge with Pembrokeshire or the 
amalgamation of the current Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshire and Ceredigion, the 
counties which had comprised Dyfed in latter years, to form one Local Authority.   

In Wales, the last reorganization of Local Authorities took place two decades ago. 

 In 1974, eight counties and 37 districts were created in Wales 
 In 1996 this was replaced by the current 22 unitary authorities 

The report recommends that the new Councils should be within current Health Board 
and Police Force areas and also not cross the geographical areas governing 
eligibility for EU aid.  

Members of Lampeter Town Council favoured the merge of Ceredigion, 
Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire, incorporating the Teifi Valley.   
 
The duties of Town and Community Councils could also change and more power 
assigned to these Bodies.  They could be merged.  
 

 

http://wales.gov.uk/docs/dpsp/publications/psgd/140120-psgd-summary-report-en.pdf
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MAIN MEETING WHICH STARTED AT 7.30PM 

 
PRAYERS 

Members were invited to participate in prayer before the start of the main meeting.   
Cllr Dave Smith led members in prayer. 

 
1. CHAIRPERSON’S WELCOME & PERSONAL MATTERS 

The Chairman, Cllr. Mayor Dorothy Williams extended a warm welcome to all 
present.   
 

2. PRESENT: Councillors: Cllr Dorothy Williams (Chairperson);  
Deputy-Mayor Cllr Elsie Dafis; Cllr Andrew Carter; Cllr John Davies; Cllr Greg Evans; 
Town & County Cllr Hag Harris; Cllr Rob Phillips; Cllr Kistiah Ramaya; Cllr David 
Smith; Cllr Selwyn Walters. 
PCSO Hannah Evans 

 Reporter representing the Cambrian News – Mr Norman Williams 
 

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllr Ann Morgan; Cllr Chris Thomas;  
Cllr Derek Wilson; PCSO Ryan Jones & Mr Guto Llewelyn (Reporter representing the 
Carmarthen Journal). 
 
Members were sorry to hear of the recent passing-away of the father-in-law of  
Cllr Ann Mrogan, at Allt-y-Mynydd Hospital, Llanybydder.   
 

3. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL & PREJUDICIAL INTEREST  
3.1 Mayor Cllr Dorothy Williams declared a personal interest when the 

Footpaths’ & Parc-yr-Orsedd tenders were discussed.  
3.2 Mayor Cllr Dorothy Williams, Cllr David Smith, Cllr Kistiah Ramaya & Cllr 

Robert Phillips declared a personal interest when the request for financial 
support from the Lampeter Twinning Committee was reviewed.  

3.3 Cllr Rob Phillips declared a personal interest when the Planning 
Application appertaining to Barley Mow, was considered. 

 
4. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES of the meetings of the 30 January 2014. 

These were agreed to be a correct record and were signed by the Chair apart from 
the following amendments. 
4.1 Some items belonging to the Town Council will be displayed within the 

Lampeter Museum and not Ceredigion Museum.   
4.2 Mayor, Cllr Dorothy Williams had declared an interest when the request for 

financial support from the Lampeter Twinning Committee, had been 
discussed.  

 
5. POLICE MATTERS  

5.1 A number of collisions had occurred recently on the outskirts of Lampeter on 
the A482 Lampeter to Aberaeron Road, on the stretch of road extending from 
North Lodge a distance of half a mile northbound as far as Gilfachwen.  It was 
RESOLVED to inform Ceredigion County Council of the Town Council’s 
concern in relation to the condition of this section of the highway and to ask 
whether speed warnings could be investigated, in the interest of safety.  A 
response was received from Mr Phill Jones, Ceredigion County Council 
stating,  
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The section of the A482 that you refer to is currently being investigated 
following the recent reported road traffic collisions (RTC’s) in the locality. 
Collisions that have occurred recently are pending further inquiries by the 
Police and will be added to the Authority’s collision database for analysis once 
the details have been formally received. 

 
Annual condition surveys are regularly undertaken on the highway network 
throughout Ceredigion. Whereas, these indicate a slight change in the 
condition of the running surface since it was laid, along this length of the A482, 
in 2010, and generally this is to be expected, they do not indicate that this 
change is such that immediate action is required. We are and have been 
closely monitoring the condition of all our roads to determine which sections, if 
any, require prioritised treatment in order to maximise the limited funds 
available. 

 
The Council will however be testing the running surface of the road at this 
location, outside its normal annual condition survey regime, to determine its 
condition in response to recently reported accidents.. The results of this and 
other testing will determine what actions need to be taken. In addition, this 
length/section of road will be assessed as part of the Council’s review of 
speed limits. In the interim we have installed slippery road signs to highlight to 
motorists that there is a need to proceed with caution. 

 
5.2 Cllr Greg Evans questioned the effectiveness of the Alcohol Exclusion 

Zone in combatting the consumption of alcohol in Public Spaces.  PCSO 
Hannah Evans reported that Police Officers were patrolling the areas.   

 
6. MAYOR 2014-15 

A letter from Cllr Elsie Dafis confirmed that she accepted the Nomination of Mayor for 
the Municipal Year 2014-15.  She was congratulated on her new status within the 
Town Council. 

 
7. MATTERS ARISING 
 

7.1 Past Minutes of the Town Council: Ceredigion Archives; Past minutes of 
the Town Council have been deposited within the Ceredigion Archives, 
stemming back to 1974. Cllr Phillips had made the necessary arrangements. 

7.2 Lampeter Town Heritage Trail: it is hoped to revamp the current leaflet at the 
Town Council’s expense.  The Town Council will adopt the Town Heritage 
Trail - Cllr Walters to ask Hanes Llambed. 

7.3 Walkers are Welcome Initiative: The sub-committee will meet shortly.   
7.4 Dylan Thomas – It was reported that arrangements were ongoing within the 

town to mark the centenary of the birth of Dylan Thomas and his connections 
with the town for example a Poems & Pints Evening, Art Exhibition.   

7.5 Marking the Centenary: start of World War One (WW1):  
The costings appertaining to the flagpoles/flags are in the possession of the 
Mayor.  
The trees adjacent to the War Memorial have been cut during the past month 
by Lampeter Tree Services.  RESOLVED: the Mayor to make enquiries in 
relation to the possibility of replanting trees, which are inkeeping with the area.  
Remembrance Day: Marking the Centenary of the start of WW1: Sunday 10 
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August 2014.  The sub-committee will meet on the 7th March to discuss 
further.  

7.6 Third World Lunch: to take place on Friday 7th March.  Arrangements were 
discussed.  

7.7 Town Council’s Website: Cllr Phillips stated that a great deal of editing is 
required, in light of recent changes. 

7.8 Disco: Ysgol Bro Pedr: to take place on Thursday 10th April.  
 
8. CORRESPONDENCE  

8.1 Consultative Meeting 2014: an invitation for Cllrs to meet the Leader of the 
Council Cllr Ellen ap Gwynn and the Chief Executive, Miss Bronwen Morgan 
to discuss matters of current mutual interest.  The meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 1 April at 7.00pm.  Any matters which the Town Council wishes to 
raise at the meeting should be forwarded in advance.  

8.2 World War 1 Remembrance Medal for Parish and Town Councils: 50 units 
£3.25 each.  It was RESOLVED not to purchase the medals.  

8.3 Conference: Conserving and Maintaining Welsh War Memorials: to be 
held at the Royal Welsh Showground, Builth Wells on Thursday 27th March 
2014.   

8.4 CAVO are holding two separate Internet Fundraising courses.  The first 
session which will be held on the 6th March will be a beginners course aimed 
at people who have no experience of using social media or the Internet.  The 
second session will be aimed at people who already use social media and will 
be held on the 27th March.  Both sessions will start at 9.45am-1.30pm. 

8.5 Motions for 2014 Annual Conference AGM:  Invitation to propose a 
maximum of two motions for debate at the AGM on Saturday 4th October 2014 
to be submitted to One Voice Wales no later than noon on Thursday 17 April 
2014 for consideration by the Conference Agenda Committee.   

 For Motions to be Acceptable, the following requirements must be met: 
A motion must reflect a national issue or problem – One Voice Wales cannot 
take forward motions that are only relevant to one particular area. (Local 
issues/matters can be dealt with at Area Committee meetings.) 

  
Each motion must be accompanied by a short explanatory note (not 
exceeding 150 words) in order that the Agenda Committee can fully 
understand the points being made. 

  
The Motions Committee will sit in late April 2014 and councils notified of the 
outcome by the end of this month of the committees decisions. 

  
If a motion is accepted but amendments to it are proposed by the Committee, 
the relevant council(s) will be contacted. There will be a three week period for 
the council either to accept the recommendations or submit a new version; 
otherwise the amended motion will be put forward. 

  
If the Council’s motion is accepted then the name of both the proposer and a 
seconder must be provided (who must be from another council) no later than 
three weeks prior to the AGM taking place. 
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Both the proposer and seconder must be present at the AGM for the motion(s) 
to be debated. Please note that a maximum of 3 minutes each will be 
allocated to propose and second the motion. 

  
The final list of agreed motions will be issued to councils in time for their  
September 2014 meetings in order for councils to have time to consider 
whether they wish their delegates to adopt a particular stance in relation to the 
vote (or whether to allow them to arrive at a judgement following the 
appropriate debate). 

 

8.6 Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report – February  
2014 

  
The Panel’s Annual Report, dated February 2014 to be implemented in the 
financial year 2013/14, has now been published.   An electronic copy of this 
Annual Report and a covering letter from the Chair is available on the Panel’s 
website at  www.remunerationpanelwales.org.uk and can be found by 
following this link: 

  
http://wales.gov.uk/irpwsub/home/publication/201415/140212-irp-annual-
report-1415/?lang=en 

  
A link to the Report has also been sent to the Minister for Local Government 
and Communities, Leaders, Chief Executives, and Democratic Services of 
relevant authorities, WLGA, One Voice Wales and Community and Town 
Councils. 
If you have any queries regarding the Annual Report you are welcome to 
contact the Independent Remuneration Panel Secretariat by email 
IRPMailbox@Wales.gsi.gov.uk or telephone on 02920 80 10 47. 

 
8.7 Other correspondence: for information only. 
 

9. PLANNING MATTERS 
9.1 Ceredigion Local Development Plan 2007-2022: Adopted by Ceredigion County 

Council in April 2013.  
9.2 Development Control Committee CCC: Agenda of the next meeting and the 

minutes of the previous meeting: for information. 
9.3 Panning Application A140004: The construction of a garage for repairs, sales and 

storage area.  Location: Land adjacent to sewerage works, Barley Mow, Lampeter.  
Town Council’s Comments: No Objection.   

9.4 Planning Application A140095: Display of Signage; Tai Ceredigion, Unit 4 Pont 
Steffan Business Park. Town Council’s Comments: No Objection.   

 
10. TRANSITION LLAMBED 

10.1 An invitation to the Town Council to attend an Open Evening at the Victoria Hall on 
Friday 21 March at 7.30pm. During this event the Mayor Dorothy Williams will 
officially open the new kitchen, although it is already in use by certain organisations 
for example, the Coastal Project.  

11. FINANCE 
 11.1 PAYMENTS 
  11.1.1 Hire of St Peter’s Hall for monthly meeting of the 27 February £38.00 
  11.1.2 Membership of One Voice Wales 2014-15 £314.00 
  11.1.3 Young at Heart – Hire of Small Hall -22.01.14 - £14.00 
  11.1.4 Ink for Computer: £29.75; VAT £5.95; TOTAL £35.70. 

http://www.remunerationpanelwales.org.uk/
http://wales.gov.uk/irpwsub/home/publication/201415/140212-irp-annual-report-1415/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/irpwsub/home/publication/201415/140212-irp-annual-report-1415/?lang=en
mailto:IRPMailbox@Wales.gsi.gov.uk
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11.1.5 Clerk’s Salary: February 2014: £705.66:  HMRC: £20.51.  
 11.2 RECEIPTS 
  11.2.1 Interest Barclays Bank £143.61. 
 11.3 REQUESTS FOR GRANT FUNDING 

11.3.1 Ceredigion Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB): £500.00.  CAB has a presence 
within the town at the Lampeter Medical Centre (Monday 9-12) and Camfa 
Day Centre.  

11.3.2 Lampeter Twinning Committee £200.00 
11.3.3 Aelwyd yr Urdd Llanbedr Pont Steffan: £50.00 
11.3.4 NSPPC: £25.00 
11.3.5 Kidney Wales Foundation £0 
11.3.6 Cruse Bereavement Care: Ceredigion; £0 
11.3.7 Teenage Cancer Trust: £0 
11.3.8 Victim Support: £0 

 11.4 THANK YOU LETTERS 
  11.4.1 Marie Curie Cancer Care for the recent donation of £50.00 

11.4 RISK ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT (FINANCIAL) FOR THE FINANCIAL 
YEAR 2013-14 (DRAFT): The Draft Risk Assessment was accepted.  

11.5 Maturity of Bond £16,000: Barclays Bank: matured on the 14th February 2014.  
RESOLVED to transfer the £16,000 + Interest of £143.61 to a Base Rate Reward 
Account.  

 
12. SUB-COMMITTEES 
 12.1 PAVEMENTS’  

12.1.1 Disabled Ramp to the Hall: Mr Brynmor Hughes CCC is presently dealing 
with this request.  No Developments to report. Resolved: to make further 
enquiries.  

12.1.2 When proceeding from the Victoria Hall and up the hill towards Bryn-yr-
Eglwys a dropped curb was requested on the pavement on the first turning to 
the right.  RESOLVED: to contact CCC.  

12.2 FOOTPATHS’: RESOLVED: to display the notice inviting tenders for the 
maintenance of footpaths over the summer months.  Closing Date Thursday 27th 
March 2014.  

 12.3 PARC-YR-ORSEDD 
12.3.1 Fence: one offer received from Mr Kevin Jones, Teifi Forge Garage, Cwmann: 

to supply and fit new mesh type fencing to replace damaged wooden fencing 
to the boundary of the park area.  Fence to be 1metre 20cms high as existing 
in a choice of green or black finish.  Total cost per running metre fitted £68.50 
(ex VAT). It had been RESOLVED in a previous meeting: to accept the 
quotation in green finish = £5,800 (ex VAT).  This work should be undertaken 
shortly.  

12.3.2 The park inspection will take place in June 2014 by RoSPA Play Safety for a 
fee of £65 +VAT. 

12.3.3 RESOLVED: to display the notice inviting tenders for the maintenance of the 
park over the summer months.  Closing Date Thursday 27th March 2014. 

 
 12.4 CCTV Cameras’  

 The future Provision of CCTV in Ceredigion:  
 The cameras have in the past been funded and maintained by Ceredigion 

County Council and monitored by the Police, in Aberystwyth.  However, due to 
budget cuts, this arrangement will end on the 31 March 2014.  The county 
council has been forced to relinquish responsibility for the cameras and the 
largest towns within the county have been offered the opportunity to fund the 
cameras.   

 Members considered the variables for payment for the 6 cameras within the 
town, based on sharing responsibility with one, two or zero Town Councils.  It 
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was stated that it was difficult to quantify the value of CCTV as a deterrent in 
reducing crime and the fear of crime for both businesses and individuals.   
It was resolved to find out the contribution made by the Police and to pay a 
maximum of £15,457, that is to share the annual cost with one or two Town 
Councils for a one year period.  This payment covers basic transmission and 
maintenance for retaining the system at a minimum level and does not include 
capital expenditure in respect of repairs and replacement of equipment.  The 
Lampeter College will also be contacted to find out if a future arrangement 
could be put in place.  It was stated that there could be higher cost 
implications as compared to the present, should this arrangement be adopted.  
Also, money would have to be put aside, by the Town Council to fund the long-
term replacement of the cameras.   
The Town Council currently pays £1,250 per camera.  The cost had been 
reduced from £2,000 per camera to £1,250 per camera on the 1 April 2013 (ex 
VAT).   
Cllrs Phillips, Ramaya and Harris will represent Lampeter Town Council at the 
next CCTV Meeting scheduled for Wednesday 5th March at 2pm at Penmorfa, 
Aberaeron. 

 
12.5 Maesyderi Field Management: Next Meeting Tuesday 8th April at 7pm. 
 

13. AOB 
13.1 Cllr Smith asked if it was possible to send a letter to the Education Dept Ceredigion 

County Council to congratulate the Local Authority on its recent achievement within 
the field of Education.  Ceredigion demonstrated high levels of performance in all 
phases of education.  It was RESOLVED to do so.  

13.2 It was RESOLVED to contact the Local Health Board to ask for clarification regarding 
the relocation of the Out of Hours Call Centre from Llandysul to Cardigan.  

13.3 The Mayor reported that customers could not access the Post Office (PO), 
situated within the Co-op Supermarket, earlier in the day as the Co-op Supermarket 
had closed for a few hours and the whole complex had shut its doors.  It was 
questioned why there should be an interruption to the PO Service, when the 
Supermarket was unavailable. 

13.4 Invitation extended to the Town Council to visit the Premier Shop, High Street on 
the 28th February at 4pm for a pre-Opening Visit.  It will open on Saturday 1st March.  

13.5 Mayor’s End of Term Dinner: This will take place at the end of April.  Venues were 
considered.  

13.6 Cllr Carter drew attention to the footpaths adjacent to the Falcondale Lake and 
said that branches proved to be an obstruction.  Signs were discussed.  

 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

14.1 THURSDAY 27 MARCH AT 7.30PM 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(signed/date) 
 
After the termination of the meeting the Public & Press were excluded in order to 
discuss the ongoing Insurance Issue.  
 
The meeting ended at 9.30pm. 


