
       Report to Charity Trustee Committee 17.7.15 

         Lampeter War Memorial Gardens (‘the Memorial’) 

Background 

1. On the 4 August 1920, land at the junction of North Rd and Bryn Rd was conveyed by way of gift 
to the Borough of Lampeter on trust for use as a site for a memorial to those who had lost their 
lives in the Great War, and to maintain it in perpetuity for such purpose. 

2. Money was raised for the Memorial through public subscription. The most notable element of 
the Memorial is a bronze statue of a soldier by the eminent sculptor, Sir William Goscombe John 
RA.  

3. By Declaration of Trust dated 6 February 1930, responsibility for administration of the balance of 
the trust fund, then amounting to £725 Consols and £24.9.3 cash, and for repair and maintenance 
of the Memorial, was transferred by the Trust Committee to The Borough of Lampeter. 

Current position 

4. The freehold title to the Memorial is now vested in Ceredigion County Council and this Council 
has, over the years, been responsible for the upkeep of it. Lampeter Town Council has, however, 
recently requested that the freehold of the Memorial be transferred to it as it considers that, if the 
town has ownership, it would encourage local inhabitants to be more involved in upkeep. 

5. It has not been possible, to date, to trace a record of the Memorial trust fund in the County 
Council’s financial records although the Council has indicated that it will be prepared to transfer to 
the Town Council, with the Memorial, the cash equivalent of the accumulated trust fund. The 
Council’s Finance Dept points out, however, that this capital fund will be insufficient to generate 
enough income to meet the costs of maintenance of the Memorial. 

Legal position 

6. The Memorial does not appear to be registered as a charitable trust. That does not mean, 
however, that it is not a charity in law but simply that it has not been registered (or, possibly, that it 
is excepted from registration under s.30(2) Charities Act 2011). In the latter circumstances it is likely 
that the Charity Commission’s consent will be required to the transfer. If it is not charitable, it is 
simply a question of transferring the land. I am seeking guidance from the Charity Commission and, 
if this is available by the date of the meeting, will report orally. 

For decision 

7. Committee is requested to consider whether transfer of the Monument to Lampeter Town 
Council is in the interests of the Trust (whether charitable or not).  

Dr Robert Anthony 
Independent Solicitor  
5.7.15 


